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AND THE 


Royal-Law of Love 


ES FROM 
Chriſt Jeſus, who has all Power in Hea- 


ven and Earth given unto hun, 


Set above Axtaxerxes and Nebrchad- 
nezers Laws and Commands, 


And above the Medes and Perſians, and Darius 


his Decrees. 


Alſo,ſeveral Scriptures opened which the Jeſuits and others 
uſed to bring for Perſecution, wherein their Mouthes may 
be ſtopt that plead for Perſecution/ 


.., © And how Godand Chriſt is Judge1n his Church, Religion, 


Worſhip,and Faith : And how that it has been the Birth 
of the Fleſh that has always perſecuted him that is born 
of the Spirit, | | 


 Andalfo, how that Natural Aﬀedtions will not deſtroy its 


own Nature; and from what ground that ſprings that 
deſtroys Nature, _— 

And concerning Feruſalem: that is above,which is Free, with 
her Worſhippers, and the Feruſalem that is below,that is 
in Bondage with her Children, whether ſhe would bring 
others z with many other weighty things, ey 


— 


Publiſhed for all Chriſtian Magiſtrates, and People, 70 Read 
and Conſwer, in the. Fear of God. «By G. F. 


Printed in the Year 1668, . 
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All yok called Chriſtians Conſider. 
Hriſt Jeſus ſaith, AU Power 5n Heaven and Earth 1; gi- hg 
ven to me, Math: 28. And when Chriſt ſent Meſſen- ; 
gers intoa Village of the Samaritavs to make ready 
for him, and they did not receive him; and when 
his Diſciples Zames and Joby ſaw this, they ſaid, Lord, wilt 
thow that we command fire to come down from Heaven,and conſume chrift re- 
chem, as Elias did: Mark, how Chriſt uſeth his Power to his buke them 
Diſciples, who were rebukable 5 Chriſt curned himſelf about, _ would 
and rebuked them, and ſaid, Ye know not what manner of Spirit mv " _ 
Je are of: Mark, herehe lays and tops the revenge which was .,medown 
inthe Diſciples againſt choſe that would not receive him, and cg deſtroy 
cold them, they did not know whai ſpirit they were of : Now, mcns-lives 
if his Diſciples did not Know what ſpirit they were of, and are - 
under the rebuke, that would have fire to come down from 
Heaven to conſume them that would not receive Chriſt 3 how 
dothall Chriftendow know what manner of ſpirits chey are of, 
which has Priſened, Baniſhed, and pur to Death fo many 
about Religion? Are they not all under the rebuke of Chrif, 
and not knowing their own ſpirits? For Chriſt; who hath all 
Power in Heayen and Earth, ſaith, Thar the Rebuke is to ſuch, 
whoſe aQtions be done onr of his Power, That the Sor of Man 
is not come to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, Now, mark, 
then it follows, they that deſtroy mens lives (and not ſave 
them) about Religion; have not che'mind of Chriſt, neither 
do they at as from his Power, Who bath af Power in Heaven 
aud Earth cemmitted to him, Luke 9. 52, 53,54 ,&c. 
And alſo in Xatth. 13. 35, to ver. 30. where you may ſee 
Chriſt, who has all power in Heaven and Earth , uſeth his 
Power upon the forward Servants, that would'be'p'ucking up: 
Tares, which was not their places, but the Anpels: Chriſt's 
own words are as followeth, in his Parable, The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like wnto a man _— fowed good ſeed in his field, but 
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that-we go gd pluck them up ? 'Buthe ſaid; Nays cleft while yore | 


Wheat to power in Heaven given nnto-him:3 for-you may ſee here that 
grow to- he doth not give theſe! forward Servants a Warrant to pluck 
oo Bheap up the Tares, {eſt they ſhould pluck upthe Wheat alſo 3. nei- 
we" ther doth he grant. out aWarrantito purſue the-Enemy that. 
The for- went away. after. he had ſown his Tares 3. but Chriſt (ſtops 
warg S:r- them with theſe words) who has all power, &c. ſaying, Lee 
vant for- þzzhgrow till the Harveſt; and inthe time of Harviſt 1 will ſay 
Nd Op to the Reapers, Gather ge firf the T ares, aud bundle them in bun- 
the Tares, Ales to burn then 5 and gather the Wheat into my Barn. Here 
. leſt he Chriſt ſtops. theſe. forward Servants who ſaw the time that 
ſhou'd men would ſleep, and then the Enemy would come, and ſow 
age oy bis Tares 3. and did ſee-alſo that many would be pluckers up, 
—” _ which was not their places, and had no commiſſion, nor bath 
ary. commiſlion from him to this day. and ſuch he ſtops. - 
And from, the 26, yerſe;to 42.;0f Meath. 13, where the 
Diſeiples came unto Chriſt, ſaying; Declare nnto us the Parable 
of the Tarts of the Field; Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid unto them, 
Wio are The Sex of Man is be that ſoweth the good Seed : the Field # the 
= gon 4 World ;, and the good Seeds the Children of the Kingdom; bur 
who are the T ares are the Children of the wicked One 3-the Enemy that- 
the Tares. ſuwerh them tbe Devil; the Harueſt is the, End of theworld ; 
and the Reapers are the Angels; and the Tares are gathered to bt 
burned in the fire, So ſball it bein the end of this world,: the Som 
- , of Manſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather out of all, 
The world X;90doms all them that «fend, and that do iniquity. Now, mark,. 
i» which MY,Oge Chriſt (bo bas all, power in Hleavegaod Farih, & <1 
the foods is Word ſtop all forward Perlecutors in-the whole. Worlg,. 
arc ſown, (which is called the Field) where the good ang the Had | 
| . See 
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Seed are ſown : for, doth not he fay, the Tares and the Wheat 
muſt grow will the Haveſt,: and thar is the;end of the World? 
And doth -not thoſe that would be. resping and gathering be- 
fore the end of the World, buſie themſelves, and oppoſe Chriſt 
in his Command and Power : for ſeeing Chriſt faith, be w.ll 
ſend forth his Angels ; and when, before the Parvelt ? Nay: 
or before. the End of the .World? Nay« and his Angels are 
his Reapers;; and ſo it is not meninthe middle of the. World, 
that muſt be the Reapers, and the Garherers of the-Tares; 
but it is Chriſt's Angels. And when then isthe time of Reap-. ! he :41e 
ing? The time of Harveſt, which is the erid of the World; © 8cap- 
And who are the Reapers? The Angels. So then its the An- _ and 
vels work, and not mens 3 ſo hereits plain, thar:C briſt is the {\. Roi 
Judge in matters of Religion, berwixt Tares and Wheat, who ers, 
ſends forth his Angels: For, mark, Chriſt commards men to E 
love one another, and10 love Enemies; -and ſo, they that do "3 
not love one another, nor Enemies, doth not obey the Com- 4 
' mands. of Chriſt, who bath all power.in Heaven and Earih 
given unto him : for this is his Royal Command, Leve one ano-. 
ther; by this you are Known to be the Diſciples of Chriſt [e- 
ſus;z and this is the Command that Chriſt Jeſus gave unto men 
and women, who has all power in. Heaven and Earth. men 
ſhould love one another, and Enemies; and the Angels ſhould 
be Reapers; and Chriſt ſaith, Luve your Entmits, d. god to 
them that hate you, bleſs them that curſe you, pray for them that Mat.s 44. 
diſpitefully naſe your and perſecate you ; for Chriſt ſaw thar there 
would be Haters of his Seed, and Curſes, and Difpitetul-uſcrs 
of it, and Perſecutors of it, which wou'd be Piuckers up. cf 2 
the Wheat for Tears, who had no ſuch Commard from --& 
Chriſt, 3g reed 3 

And Chriſt ſaith {in the 15th of Fehz). who hath all 
power in Heaven and Earth given co him; Tha is my Commana- cg, 
ment, That you love one anither, as I lovedjon : So, have not Law of 
Chriſtendom caſt this Commandment of. his behind the:r Love. 
backs? for bave they loved one another, or: obſerved the 
Commanqment 0: him that has all-power ? but inſtead of this, 
they haveperſecuted one another, aud lo cait away the Com- 
mand of ſelus, as they Jews did the Law of God, and 

; not 
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not walkt in it 3 For bereie, ſaith Chriſt, «wy father glorified, 
that you brar much freit 5 as the Father loved we, ſo have I 
loved yor ; continue ye in my love: ſo Chriſtians not continuing 
in the Love of Chriſt, with which be has loved them, they 
cannot bring forth fruits, ſo they cannot glorifie Chriſt, nor 
the Father ; For if you keep my Commandments you abide in my 
Loveg even as | bave, kept my Fathers Commundment, and abiae 
5» bas Love. So here Chriſtians may ſee, they that abide not in 
the Love, but in the Enmity, they have got kept the Com- 
mands of Chriſt : And je are my Friends, if ye. do what- 
foever I command you 5 and this s my Commandment, that 
you. love one anther, 45 1 loved you : And 1o itsplain, that 
theſe cailed Chriſtians, that loves not one another , are no 
Friends to Ghrift Jeſus, neither regards his Power nor 
Doctrine. 
Mark Chrifts words further, where he faith, Remember the 
John 15. Words I ſaidl unto you, 1he Servant is not greater then the Lord 5 
sf they have perſecuted me, they will alſo perſccute you, if they 
have kept my ſayings, they will keep yemrs alſo. But now, mark, 
:$. x: Chriſtians, you that do perſecute are out of Chriſt's Mind, 
petſecvie, and Power, and Command, who faith, Love Enemies, and 
- a&conir» Love one another ; and ſo,they that do perſecute, has neither 
ty c©® Kept the ſayings of Chriſt, nor the ſayings of the Apoſiles : 
; renner ,, fo all yon that profeſs your ſelves to be Chriſtians, and owns 
| in” Chriſt Jeſus, and that God hath ſent him, you are not to per- 
ſecute one another, nor- Enemies ; but che Command of 
Chriſt (tro whom all power in Heaven and Earthis given) is 
to you, to love one another, for that edifies the body, and 
overcomes the Evil; and that is the Law of Love that is tobe 
among Chriſtians; and this is the Royal-Law from him thar 
hath all power, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; 
ard this Love bears all things, endures all things, hopes all 
thirgs, is nor provoked 4 for that which is provoked will run 
into Words and Actions, Enmity and Perſecution, Malice and 
Hatred, which arethe works of the Fleſh, which is judged all 
down by the Law- of Love; ſo keep the Law of Love, you 
keep down that which would be provoked: So Love over- 
comes the Enmity, andthe Light. overcomes the ; 
| | an 
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| C7) | 
and the Righteouſneſs overcomes the Unrighteouſneſs, as Life 
overconies Death and the Power of it, and ſo Good overcomes 
che Evil: So where is this univerſal Life, and univerſal Love 
amongſt you Chriſtians, whereby you might come out of your 
Narrow Spirit , and Garments, into a Large and Infinite 
Spirit. ? 

"ad Chriſt who taught his Chriſtian Diſciples topray, who 
has all Power-in Heaven and Earth given to him, which is a 
Common-Prayer to all Chrifendow, for all can ſay it, and 


faith it, in words 3 Forgive ws our Debts as we forgive enr Chriſtians 
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Debtors, For if ye forgive men their Treſpaſſes, your hraventy ought eo 


Father will alſo forgive you : But if ye forgive not: men their 
Ireſpaſſes, neither wil your Father forgive you your Treſpaſſe! : 


forgive, 
as they 
would be 


and this Prayer differed from the Phariſees, who-ſtood praying forgives. 


in the Synagogues, and did not forgive, as Chriſtians now, 
whoſays this Common-Prayer of Chriſt to God the Father, 
Forgive us,as we do forgive them. that Treſpaſs againſt us 3 and 
that is, they ask no forgiveneſs ar all for theniſEyes, if they do 
not forgive, Oh, thatthey would come to that. by. which they 
mighe {ee their Blindneſs, and the Chain that they are under : 
For if- Chriſtians do tranſgreſs and treſpaſs one againſt ano- 
ther intheir Religions #ad Worſhips 3. the Papiſt 2gainlt the 
Common- Prayer , and the' Common: Prayer againſt the Papif, 
they- muſt. forgive one another's and the Preſbyterian, Bapreſt, 
Independant, Luther aſfCalveniſts,Do not you all profeſs Criſt, 
and Godthat ſent him ? Do you not all ſay Chriſt's Common- 
Prayer? And have. you not treſpaſſed one againſt another in 
- matters-of Religion, and- Worſhip, and Church? Then muſt 
you not all forgive one another, . according to Chriſts Prayer, 
who has all power-in Heaven, &c ? Andif you ask: the Lord 
to be forgiven, as you do forgive, and you do not- forgive ; 
then you ask for no forgiveneſs : For, mark your words, you 
ask, to forgive us, as we do forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 


us3 ſo, mark che word as} as you forgive; fo-you would be do forgive 
you 0 


and ſay the 


forgiven, - and no otherwiſe : And ſo as you do. Perſecute, and 
caſtin Priſon, - and Baniſh one another called Chriſtians, and 


keep, the Debts in your Books 3 Think you not that your prayer in 


The, 
Quakers 


can, aad 


Lords 


Debts ltands in Gods Book 3 and that he will Baniſh you from ruth. 


the 
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the Landof the Livitigg, and caſt your das Everlaſting Impri- 
ſonment, fromthe Prefence of God and bis Angels, 'us you 
may read the Dreadful Sentence in Aſazth;25. wherein Cbrift 
faich ro chem that are the Goats, on the left hands (Mark, 


they are on theleft band, andnot one the right hand; for ic 


is the Sheep are on the right hand) Depars from me, J0 eMrſeds 
into Everlaſting. Fire, prepared for the” Divil' andihys Angels. 
For I was an hunjty, end yore gave me no meat © 1 was thirſty, 
Jo gave me wo drink. : Mark, theſe were they 0n'tbe left hand, 
let them be catled Chriſtians, or whoſoever theybe : and they 
on the left hand are forwarder to take meat and drink-from 
- Chriſt, -andhiskirele ones,* chen to givecitthem's ang to caſt 
, them incoPrifortill:dearh,forcheir Bellies ; bur rboſe are ſuch 
. as the Apoſtle-ſpeaks-on, © Thar ſerves not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
but their-own Beflies, And Chiilt further ſaith, I ws a ſtranger, 
and you took me not in + and naked, 'and you clothed me nit : ich, 
andy pr:ifon, and yew viſired me not. - | And they ontheleft hand 
flrall-anfwer and fay unto Chriſt; Whex ſaw we thee hungryg' or 
« thirf, 'ot aftranger, or naked, ſick, or in priſon, and did not 
minifter unto rhze ? Fear Chriſt's anſwer to them; 7» 4s mach 
as you did it not to ont of the leaft of theſe, you did it not unto mee 
. And therefore hear the'Sentence of him, who hath all Power 
jn:Heaven: and Earth; ro them on thelefc hand, * whicb-are the 
Goats; Go away int" Everlaſtiyg Rog , but the Righte- 
ous into Life Erernal. ( Noy they on the Kft hand, let chem be 
called C hriſtians; or what they will be, they are tnore like to 
make'iStrangers, then to take- in Strangers,” who baniſherh 
them from cheir Wives'und  Famihes; and Native Land ;z and 
more:tike 16 make naked, and make fiek; 'then ro cloath,: and 
to vilirz: and to 'imprifon,- then to viſit in priſon 5 and they 
- that do fo'preſſeth the ſeed of God in themſelves, from whence 
the Love of God flows and ſuch: men do that which they 
ſhou'd nor do 5 for they ſhould love-one another 5 for it is the 
-' Angels work toRegp arithe Harveſt, which is the end -of the 
World, and not mens” forit is Chriſt that is Judge it - matters 
of 'Religian 3 for hedoth; as you may fee by the Talevts,'them 
- that had improved ther had their rewards and he that did 
not improve his Talent was an unprofitable Servanr, #0 be 
; | caſt 


& 


(9) © 
caſt into utter darkyeſs,whert ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth: 
And you that ſay; when ſhall this be? Ic is anſwered, hen the 
Son of Man ſhall come 1 his glory, andatll the holy Angels with 
him ; then ſhall be fit upon the Throne of his glory, and before hims © 

ſhall be gathered all Nations 3 and he ſhall ſeparate one from the 
2ther, a4 a Shepherd aivideth the Sheep from the Goats ,, and he ſhall 
-- ſet the Sheep on his right hand, andthe Goats on the left hani ; 
So here it is plainly ſeenthat Chriſt is the only Judge in mat- 
ters of Religion, and in dividing Sheep-from Goates 3 ſo it is- 
not man, in his own dark reaſon, that caſts che Law of Chriſt 
Jeſus behind his back (which is, to love one another) which oughe 
ro behis Rule, which is to be Judge in matters of Religion, 
[ L And as Chriſt ſaich, who hach all power in Heaven ard 
|  Farth, Bleſſed ar? the eek, for. they ſhall inherit the Earth 
| {Mark | chen they that are not meek do not inherit chis bleſ- 
| fing : FHeſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, 
they ſpall be filled; then they that hungers and chirits after un- 
righteouſneſs, and drinks up iniquity, as an Ox drinketh up 
water, and perſecutes the Righteous for his righteouſneſs 
fake, they obtain not this bleſſing : Bleſſed be the Meres- 
full, for they ſhall obtain mercy; now the crucl, and the perſecu= 
tiog uomercifull obtain noc this bleſſing : Bleſſed are the Pure iy, 
heart, for they ſhall ſee God 3, lo the impure in bearc, that loves | = 
the Evil, and hates the Light, and loves Darkneſs better then -F 
Light, doth not come to be partakers of this bleſſing, nor ſee | pl 
6 God : Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they forall be called the k 
Children if God , | mark |] rhey tbat are the Strife-makers 
among people, for their Belles, and outward things, are not 
the children of God, and have not this bleſting : Bleſſed are I 
they which are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of God, then { mark j what bleffing bave the Perſe- ;- 
cutors? and what Kingdom is theirs, judge ye :. bleſſed are ye | 
when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſay all manner Þ 
of evil againſt you for my ſake, «nd the Goſpel; then it tollows "I 
1 the Revilers and Perſecutors have not that bleſſing, "© 
. Query, What evil could any, both in the other Powers dayes, 
and now, find in the People called Quakers, bur only concerning 
Cbriſt, andtheir God, for which they have been Perſecured, Fa- 
niſhed,and Impriſcned till Death ? B Bute 
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(16) | 
But here you may ſee Chriſt, who had all power in Heaven 
and Earth, did ſee that there would be Perſecutors, and 
Speakers of all manner of evil againſt his People fallly, for his 
ſake ; but he encourages his Perſecuted, and bids them rejoyce, 
and be pledexceedingly, for great is your reward in Heaven : $0 
here you may ſee that their reward is not from the Earth 5 for 


» fo, ſaid Chriſt, they perſecuted rhe Prophets that went before you, 


Mark 15, 


which was to let them know that Perſecution was no new 
thing ; nevertheleſs Chriſt encourages then, that they are the 
Salt of the Earth,his children, and the Salt makes the Earth ſa» 
vory; and they were the Light of the World,and a City ſet on a 
Hill cannot be hid; ſo that they could not be hid from the Per-. 
ſecutors, and ſuch as did ſpeak all manner of evil againſt them 
falſly for. his ſake : And further Chriſt ſaith ro encoprage 
them, That the Light ſhould be put in a Candleſtick, and nor 
under a Buſhel to be hidden, but to give ligbt to all che Houſe ; 
for they were che Light of the World 3 and bids them let their 
Light ſhine before men, that they might behold and ſee their good 
works, and glrifie their Father which us in Heaven; and this 
was tO keep their eyes above them that perſecuted, and ſpoke 
all manner of evil of them. And ſo here you may ſee that the 
Prophets, and the Children of the Kingdom did not ſuffer as 
juſt men in the eyes of the Perfecutors ; for Srephey did nor 
ſuffer as a juſt man in the eyes of his Perſecutors, but as a Blaſ- 
phemer, A#s7, And Chriſt Jeſus, in the eyes of the Perſecu- 
ring Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſces, did not ſuffer by them as a 
juſt man, but was accounted a Deceiver $ and the chief Prieſts 
mocked him, wagging their heads at him; and that is the way of 
the pe=rſecuting Spirit now ; bur Chriſt ſaid, Farther forgive 
them, for they know not what they do: And now you Chriſtians 
chat perſecute, are:you not fo blind that you do.not know 
what you do ?: And when the great perſecuting profeſling Jews 
cried again{t Chriſt, Cracifie him, crncifie him, nothing bur 
death would ſerve turn; did not Chriſt ſay to Pilate, 1f my 
Kingdom were of this world, then would my ſerwants fight, that [ 
ſhomld met be delivered to the Fews 5; but: now is wy Kingdom 11 
frem thencez which ſhews, that the Kingdom of the world is 
the Fighters; andif Chriſt who had all power in _ car 
art 
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his Perſecutors, mocking Prieſts, and Profeſſors; as you may 
ſee the greateſt perſecuting Profeſſors in Chriſtendom, they 
willnow mock them they perſecute 3 bur ſuch have caſt the 
Law of Jeſus behind their back, bur Chriſt prayedco his Fa- 
ther to forgive his Perſecutors, as the Quakers chat have the 
mind of Chriſt do now, although he had all power given un- 
tro him, and could have prayed unto his Father for Legions of 
Angels to defend him. _ 

And you read in the Scriptures that che great Profeſſors of 
Scriptures, the Jews, ſaid that Chriſt was a Deceiver, and he 
was mad, and had a Devil, and by the Prince of Devils caſt 
out Devils; and Chriſt knew this was for Religion ſake, and 
for his vertucand Sonſhip ; and although he had all power in 
Heavenand Earth givenunto him; yechedid nor give forth 
any Law againtt chem to have them puniſhed, though they 
would have ſtoned him, and took up ſtones to None him, who is 
the King of Kings,and Lord of Lords, he did nor give forth any 
Command or Warrant to bind any to their good behaviour 5 
for he ſuffered for his good profeliion and reſtimony : And oh, 
People, all that call your ſelves Chriſtians, lift up your Eyes, 
thac Chriſt may ye your Example, and follow him, not che 
Man of Sin, who was a Perſecutor, Caſter into Priſon, and 
Murtherer from the beginning ; for the proof, you may ſecin 
the Revelations its ſaid, the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of 30# in Priſon 
ten dayes. | 

Peter ſaid to Chriſt, Lord how oft ſball my Brother ſin againſt 
me, and 1 forgive him, till ſeven times ? Jeſus ſaid unto bim, I 
ſay not nnto thee not until ſeven times, but until ſeventy ſeven 
timess Oh, ye people that call your ſelves Chriſtians, how 
| unlike minded are you unto Chriſt in this? how ſhort narrow 
and 1mparient ſpirited are you that perſecute one another, 
and cannot bearone another, and forgive one another, and be 
Patient one towards another, and love one another 2 And ſo 
Chriſt after he bad ſpoken to Perer, he ſpoke a Parable, how 
that the Kingdom of Heaven & likened toa certain King which 
would take account of his Servants : { mark} and when he bean 
ro reckon, one ws brought unto him which owed hirs ten thouſand 
2 T al:np, 


; ( I ) | 
Earth given-unto him would have defended himſelf again all 
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T alemts; but foraſmnch as he had mot to pay, his Lord c.mmang- 
ed him tobe ſold, and bus wife and children, and all taat he bad, 
and payment tobe made; the Servant fell down, and ſaid, Lord, 
have pitty upon me, and ] will yay thee all : then the Lord of that 
Servant was moved with compaſſion, and looſed him, and forgave 
hims the debt: | mark] here is a Mercy, and the compaſlion, 
and the looſing, and the forgiveneſs in the acknowledgmenc 
from the Lord the King of Heaven; But the ſame Servant wenr 
ont cnd found »ne of his fellow-[ervants which owed him one huu- 
dred perces, he laid hands of him, and tock him by the throats 
ſaying, Pay me that thou oweft me ; and though hu fellow- ſervant 
ſaid ke woullfay him, and beſongbt him to have patience, and he 
world pay him all, be caſt bim iuto Priſon till be paid the debt. 
Is not this like unto the envious, unmercifull, impatient pro» 
felling Jews and Chriſtians, that areſo paſſionate and mad, and 
caſting into Prifon for every ſmal] matter; yea, and ſome that 
ows them nothing, neicher ſets them on work, as inſtance, the 
Prieſts and Biſhops. So his fellow-ſervant was ſorry, and ſaw 
what was done, and came and told his Lord; then the Lord 
called him unto him, and faid, I forgave thre all the debr, O- 
Wicked ſervant, becauſe thou aefireft me 3 ſhouldſt not thou have 
had compaſſion on thy fellow ſervant, as Ihad pitty on thee ? And 
his Lord was wroth, and delivered him mnte the Tormentor, until 
he had paid him all his due unto him: So, ſays Chriſt, bhewiſe 
ſoall my Heavenly Fathiy do unto you, if jefrom yonr hearts for- 
give not every one has Brother their Treſpaſſes. Oh, yethat are 
called Chriſtians, and goes by the Name, that are fo {ubje, 
and ſo forward to take your Brother by the Throat, and ha- 
ling them into Priſon till your will be fatistied, and makes your 
brothers treſpafſers, when they are none, and caſt thens into 
Priſon, when you bave neither Law nor ground, but to ſatisfie 
your wills z conſider the Sentence of Chriſt, how that he ſaid 
his Heavenly Father will deliver you up to the Tormentors, 
till that you have paid him his due, who do not forgive your 
Brethren from your hearts which treſpaſs againſt you ; nay, 
many of you. cannot forgive rhat which 1s no treſpaſs, buc 
with ſpleen ard envy will revenge 3 For would you take Ven- 


36th, 19, Seanceourt of Gods band ? who ſaith, Vengeance #5 hi, and he 


would 
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would repay it; and every one that doth wrong ſhall receive 
for the wrong that he doth, and God reſpe&ts no mans per- 
ſon; and ſo this might convince you, Let the Tares and the 
Wheat grow together till the Harveſt ; for God would ive 
them their reward according to their deeds, whether they be 
- Bood orevil. Letall Chrifexdom lay away this Lawof Perſe- 
cuting one another, and ſo mak@ no mpre 3 but mind chat 
which is made already by Chriſt Jeſus, who hath all power in 
Heaven and Earth, which is the Law of Love, and the preat 
Commandment, To love one another, and Enemies, and this is 
that muſt unite all Chriſtendom to a uniformity and conformity 
to their Head Chriſt Jeſus, their Law-maker, and Command- 
ment-Siver. | 

And in Marth. 22, Chriſt faith, Thox ſhalt love thy Neigh= 
bour as thy ſelf, T bow ſhalt l,ve the Lord thy God with all thy [onl, 
and with all thy mind; and on theſe tws Commandment hangs the 
Laws and the Prophets : this ſpoke Chrilt of the Lawyers 
when they came to enſnare him by their Laws, as many do 
now the children of his Kingdom : So now | mark] how ſhore 
are you, called Chriſtians, of the Law and the Prophets, in 
the practice of Chriſts Doctrine ; for if you loved your Neigh- 
bour as your ſelves, then, how can you impriſon? How can you 
banniſh ? how can you ſpoil goods? how can you burn? bow 
can you hang your Neighbour ? how can you love and ſerve 
God with all your hearts and your ſouls, and deſtroy rhe 
Creatures, the works of his hands, and for matter of Reli- 
gion and Worſhip of God, whom you profeſs to-love ? And 


ſeeing you all do profeſs God and Chriſt, and yer do defiroy - 


one another about your Religion and Worſhip, this is contra- 
ry to his Command who has all power in Heaven and Earth 
this is contrary to his Command, which is to love one ano- 
ther, and Enemies, ard contrary to his Law of Love, and con- 
trary to his Doctrine and Example, who came net to deſtroy 
mens lives, but to ſave them; who rebuked them that wouid 
have had mens hves deſtroyedz and to d» #nto all men, 4s you 
wonld have them do unto you 5 Mark this Ro, al-Law and Com- 
mand,and caſt ic not out trom amonglit you; for you would not 
have any wan to perſecute you, orimpriſon you ; would you 

have 
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| 14 | 
have any to baniſh you, and put you to death for your Religi- 
on and Worſhip ?- Or would you have any man to ſpoil your 
Goods, and to have you from your Families, and to keep 
you in Priſon till death, and while your wives are made wid- 
dows, and children fatherleſs for your Religion ? and ſo, that 
which you would not have men do*unto you, do not you unto 
others ; for the Roygl-LawbfLiberry reſpets no mans perſon; 
and ſo dounto others, as you would have others do unto you, | 
and this keeps all to an even Ballance, and juſt weight; andſo 

obſerve the Royal-Law of Liberty: 

' The two Sons of Zebedee when their mother came wich 
them co Chriſt, and deſired of him that her two Sons ſhould 
ſit one of his right hand, and the other on the left band in 
his Kingdom 3 and when the ten other Diſciples heard it, they 
were moved with indignation againſt the two Brethren ; here 
you may ſee what cauſed indignation, that is, one Diſciple to 
be above another; but Jeſus, who bas all power in Reaven 
and Earth, to take away this offence, and clear all, and ſtop 
all, he called the Diſciples to him, and ſaid, [ mark | Ye know 
that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, and i 
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they are called gracious lords, | mark | but it ſhall not be ſo among 

30x; and this was to keep the Miniſters of the Goſpel equal y 
Brethren, and not to exerciſe Lordſhip and Authority one I 

over another in matters of Religion and Faith, for it was the | 

Gentiles that exercifed Lord(hip : and to confirm this, he ſaid, 

Luke 22, Whoſoever will be chief among you, let him be as Servant; and 
E > the Son of Man came nt tobe miniſtred unto, but to miniſter, 
5 and to give his Life a ranſom for all: And be not ye called of men 
Rabbi, for one #5 your Maſter even Chriſt, and you are all Bre= 
thren, and ſo not to be called Lord like the Gentiles. And 
Chriſt ſaid by way of propheſie, how thac the Jews, and others, 
ſhould kill, and crucifie, and ſcourge, ard perſecnts is the Syna- 
Logue, and from City to City, that upon you may come all the 
righteons blood ſhed wpon the Earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel, 0 the blood of Zacharias ſon of Barachias, whow you ſlew 
betwixt the Temple and the Altar. And fo, upon whom muſt 
all che righteous blood come upon that has been ſhed in all 
. Chriſtendom, about Religion, ſince Chriſt and the _ 
| ayes, 


| (15 )- - 
dayes, who have manifeſted the ſpiric of the Jews inſcourg= 
ins in your Synagogues, and from place to place, ſuch as Chriſt 
has ſent amongſt you ? Th | 
And did not Chriſt fay, How cas ye, that follow ſuch practi- 
ces, wiich he callsa Generation of Vipers, e/cape the damnati- 
enof Hell? and therefore ſaid he, Be you Witneſſes, that you 
are the children of them that kylled the Prophets; and ſois nat the 
ſameto be ſaid to you that perſecutes now? Be you Witneſles, 
that you are the chilqren of them that killed Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles, and his Witneſſes, and Saints and Martyrs that kept 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus fince the Apoſtles dayes ; fill up the 
meaſure of your fore-fathers. And did not Chriſt ſay, 0h ?e- 
ruſalem, fernſalem, thow that killeſk the Prophets, and ſtoned 
them that are ſent unto thee, how oft would I have gathered thee, 
as a Hen gathereth her Chickens unler her. wings, but ye would 
not ? Bebold your Houſes is left defolate unto you. Was fot Feru- 
ſalem the higheſt place of Profeſſion, where thoſe Perſecutors, 
Murtherers, and killers of the Lords Prophets lived ? And 
what may be faid of Chrifendom, and her higheſt place of 
Worſhip, look both among Papiſts and Proteſtants? how ma- 


- 


ny have they killed and perſecuted that were ſent among them. 


by Chriſt? Do you think chat Chriſt doth not weep over you, 
whom you thus gaily pierce; and it the Perſecutors Houſes 
at 7ery/alem were to be left deſolate; then what will become 
of your Houſes, who call your ſelves Chriſtians, and yet are 
found Perſecutors? Do you think that all Perſecutors Houſes 
will not beleft deſolate, though they be never ſo high Profeſ- 
ſors of the Scriptures ; will not their Houſes be left deſclate of 
God and Chriſt ? read Aarrb. 23, And doth not Chriſt fay, 
If thog baſt any thing againſt thy Brother, leave thy pift at the 
Altar, and go and be reconciled to thy Brother, and tt offer it : 
Ang ſo ſhould not all the Chriſtians in the whole V-orld be 
reconciled to one another before they offer their gift ro God 
and Chriſt, whoſe Law is, They ſhould love one an:ther, 

And whereas it is {aid in x Per. 2. I7. Hon+ all men : Love the 


Bretherhiod : Fear God : and Honour the King. ( Mark] To fear 


God, is not to grieve nor offend him, bot to be ſubjeR ro bim, 
\ andreverence him; to honour all men, and to honour the 
\ King, 
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King, is t& have the. King, and all men in eſteem, and to 
eſteem the King is not tohure che King, nor no man ; and this 
lays waſt all perſecution and Perſecutors : for how can they 
ſay they eſteem the King, orefteem any man, if they perſe» 


cutehim; and ſo as all crue Chriſtians are Brethren in Chriſt. 


Teſus, they are to love the Brotherhood, and ſo to keepthe 
Law and Command of Chriſt, and one Chriſtian perſecutiog 
another about Religion and Worlhip, doth not love the Bro- 

therhood. | 
And at the Councel of the great profeſling Jews, when the 
Apoſtles were brought before che Councel and high Prieſts, 
and they charged them they ſbonld preach no wore in the Name of 
F:/us : Then anſwered the Apoſiles ro them Wherher they ought to 
obey God ratber then man, judge je: And the Apoſtle ſaid further 
tothem, The Ged of. our fore-fathers has raiſed « p Jeius whom you 
ſl-w and hanged on a tree, and God hath exalted him at hs 1#ghs 
hand tobe a Prince, and a Saviour, and to. give repentance to I1- 
rael, avd forgiveneſs of ſins, and the Apolile ſud, We are Wits 
weſſes of theſe things, &c, When the Councel heard theſe 
things, they who had before flain che Son, took counſel ro- 
gether how they mighr ſlay che Apoſtles. Here all may ſee 
this perſecuting , murthering ſpirit, thac perſecuted in all 
Ages; who may fay now, had we been in the dayes of Chritt 
and the Apoſtles, we would not have killed them, ſo they 
that do perſecute may ſee they be in the ſame ſpirit as the 
Perſecutors were in the Apoſtle dayez, and not in the Sp:rit 
of Chriſt and the Apoſtles : but chen ſtood up one in che 
Councel, when they took Councel to kill the Apoſtles, who 
was a Phariſee, named Gaemalitl, a Door of the Law, had in 
repute among all the People, and commanded to pur the Apo= 
files forth a lictle ſpace 3 and ſaid unto them, Te mes of Iſrael, 
take heed to your ſelves what ye do touching theſe men, when, he 
had conviaced them by many arguments, as from verſe 36 to 
37 of Ads 6.” Ler them alone, ſaid he, for if this Counſel or thus 
Work be of men, 4#t will come to nawght; but if it be of God, ye 
eanmt overthrow it leſt bappily.ye be found Fighters againſt Ga. 
So to this Gamaliel the Councel and high trieſt agreed, and 
and called the Apoſtles, whom they bear, and commanded 
| them 
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them to ſpeak no more in the Name of Jeſus yet the Apoſtles 
deparced rejoycing that they were counted worthy to {uffer for 
his Name 3 and the Apoſtles went and taught daily afterwards 
inthe Temple, and every houſe, Chriſt Jeſus; Now | mark j 
would ſome in our dayes ſay the Apoſtles brought ſufferings 
upon their own heads, and that they did it to provoke the Ma- 
giſtrates, as ſome in our dayes have ſaid 3 and you may ſee 


chis perſecuting Councel though they bad 2greed to Gamaliel, - 


yet they muſt perſecute the Apoſtles 5 has not them called 
Chriſtians in Chriſtendom wanted this Gamalie! amongſt theaz 
for ro moderate, ' and to lay them from baniſhing, kills, 
burning, priſening, ſpoiling of good, and ſo to moderate 
them 2? For this Gawaliel was a [ew, and Chriſtians thinks 
themſelves above a Jew : but where is the Gamaliels {piric 
amoneſt you, that ſays, If ir be of God: it will ſtand, ſhewing, 
that he knew not whether it wereof God orno? And where is 
Gamaliel's caution in Chriftendom ?2 Let them aline, reftraix 
. yonr ſelves, if it be of Ged it will ſtand if it be the work of men, 
it will come to nought ; if it be of God you cannot overthrow it : 
therefore take hed. leſt you be found fighters againſt God. And 
cherefore,” what became of 'all the Jews that were found 
Fighters againit God and Chriſt ? And what is become of the 
Pope, and :1l them perſecuting Powers before you? And has 
notthe Pope loſt more then all Chriftendim? And fo if there be 
not aGamalie[s ſpirit and counſel amongſt you, to moderate 
the perſecuting ſpirit, Mind Gamakiel's counſel in 4s 5. 
For indeed the true Chriſtians are above Gamaliel, for they 
know that which they preach co be of God, though the mode- 
rate Gamaicl (whoſe fpirit is beyond the fpiric that is in C hri- 
 ftendom cried, if it were of God it would ſtand, and (6 
ſtopt them from violent perſecution ; ſo had not the Ghriſtian 
Prieſts and Biſhops need of ſuch a Gamalie! to moderate and 
"regulate them, and hold their reins from poſting on to perſe- 


cucion: And doth notthe Apoſtle ſay, That Chriſtians fopeuld | 


n:t bite one anther, left they ſhonld devour and conſume one anc- 
ther, bat love one avorher, and fo fulfil the Law of Chriſt Jelus, 
which is the Law of Love, for the Lawof Love thazpre- 
ſerves, and if they keep the Law of Love, they will rot bice 
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one aftother, nor-conſume;one another, :nor perſecute one 
another, nor ſpoil one another as they have done, . 
And the Apoſile faich to the C briſtians in the Primitive 
times, before :he Apoſtacy came in, Fur thowgh we walkis the 
Fleſh. ſaid he, we ds not War after the Fleſh, for the weapons of 
The Chri- 07 warfare are not carnal, but ſpiritual, mighty through God to 
ſt.avs the pulling done f ftrong holds, caſting down of tvery imagination, 
$48 te andeviry bigh thought that exalts its [elf againſt the knowledge of 
it is chey Ged, bringing into Captivity every thought. ta the obedience of 
war «- Chriſt, 2 Cor NN. :, 4,5- Now{[mark}] the firong holds, 
gainſt. the high imaginations and high choughts were-not brought 
down by carnal weapons, nor thathich exalts it ſelf againſt 
the knowledge df- God, but by ſpiritual weapons ; and here ir 
is clear-thar'oneChriltian did not perſecute anotherwith carnal 
weapons; for 'their war was not after the 'flcſh, nor'their 
wreſtling was not with fieſh and blood ; and that which gives 
the knowledge of God is the Light which (ines in the hearc ; 
and perſecutors ſince the Apoſtles 'dayts, - inſtead of plueking 
down the imaginations and high thoughts, and:to britigthar 
:-down to the obedience of Chrift, which exalrs its ſelf, which 
is the Spirits work, they wreſtled' with fleſh and blood ſince 
the apoſtles dayes, andwarred after the fleſh, not havin$ the 
Power as the Apoſtles had : and fo having loſt the Apoftles 
. warfare and weapons, which were ſpiritual, and gotten carnal 
. ia the room of ther ; and:che Apoſtle alfoſpake rothe Zphe/7- 
ans, who were-the Chriſtians in the primitive times, he ſaid, 
Aly Brethren, be ftromy in the Lord, and in the Power of bis 
Aight, and put on the whole Armoy of God, that you may be able 
to ſtand againſt the wiles of the Devil : [Mark ] this was Gods 
Armor, -and not-Mans, . baving their loyns girt with Truth, and 
the Breſt plate of 'Salvation;'\and their feet (hod with the prepara: i- 
en of *theGoſpel of Peace, and taking rbe Shitld of Faith, where-, 
with you ſhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, 
«nd ta' e the Hemet of Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit, 
which is theWWord of God: [mark] theſe were the weapors of 
The Chriſtians in the primitive cifnes- which they-warred with- 
31; i and wreſtled 'withal againſt  Principalities and -Powers, 
Rulers of darkneſs of this World, and ſpiritual E—_ - 
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high places 3 For, faith he, we do net wreſtle againſt Fleſh and 
Blood ; ſo here it is plain that the primitive Chriſtians did not 
uſe carnzl weapons, Clubs and Staves, like Jadas his 
Compiny, to perſecute and hale one another, or thoſe that 
were of a different mind to-them to Priſon, or Baniſh them ; 
for if they had, they muſt have uſed carnal weapons, and 
wreſtled with Fleſh and Blood 3 fo with ſpiritual wickedneſs 
they wreſtled with the ſpiricual weapons, which weapon; the 
Apoſtate Chriſtians are degenerated from, ard therefore took 


* 


. upcatnal ; and we know, and you do know, that the Shield 


of Faith, and che Brelt-plate of Righteouſneſs, and the Helmer 
of Salvation, and the Sword of. the Spiric, and che Word of 
of God, and rhe feer ſhod with the Goipel of Truth co be 
the Girdle ; theſe be the Spiritual weapons, and this is the 
Armor of God which the Chriſtians in the primitive times 
uſed, by which they did not wreftle with Fleſh and Blood, nor = 
war afterthe Fleſh with carnal weapons, and rhey chat have "+ aA 
warred after the Fleſh with carnal weapons ſince the Apoſlles A; mor ia 
dayes about Religion and Church, are in that ſpirit and power the primi- 
that the Apoſtles and primative Chriſtians warred againi}, ha. five cimes, 
ving the Scriptures in their carnal minds, warring and wreſt- x rſ 
ling with Fleſh and Blood, which are judged and reproved by © : 
the Apoſiles and primitive Chriſtians words. 

And che Chriltians in the primitive times, the Apoſttes Do» Ephes, 
Arine was to them, they were nor to avenge themſelyes, but \o., to #5. 
rather to give place to wrath, For Vengeance is mine ſaith the 


| Lord, and [gill repay it ,, and fo they were to follow peace with 


all men, & holineſs, without which no man ſhould ſee the Lors, 
not to render evil for evils nor railing forrailing ; but contrariwnſc 


 bl-ſſinz, knowing that they are thereunto called,that they ſhould 3n- 


hers: th: bl:ſing, 1 Pet. 3. 9. Hebr. 13. And they were to over- 
come evil with good, and thou thalt heap coafs of fire on his | 
he:d in ſodoing : therefore, it poſſible, as much as in you lies @ 
live peaceably with ali men, recompence to no man evil for 
evi, Now people you may ſee bow this DoQrine ard practice 
of the primitive Chriſtians is laid afide in Chrifterdom by 
ſ+ ci 4s bave the Form of goalineſs, but d'ny the Puner, who are 
to be turred away from, who have rendred evi} for evil, and 
B 2 t:kes 


ROM, 12, 


TY (20) i 

takes revenge, as 2 Tim. 3. wad the Apoſile. ſaid, Every ſon! 
miſt be ſubjeft to the Higher Powtr , [mark] the Soul is immor- 
ral, and the Poweris ſo 5 for he ſays, There ss no Powers but 6: 
is of God, and the Powers that be are ordained of God, -and he that 
reſiſteth the Power, reſſteth the Ordinanceef God; ſo the Power 
is not tO be ipoke apainit, nor reſiſted; for it being ordained 
of God, the ſovl muſt be ſubjeRtto it, for Rulers are not a ter- 
rer to g10d works, but to evil : Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
Poxer ? Do that which is good, and then foalt have praiſe of the 
ſeme: | mark] this Power is not againſt the good, but againſt 
the evil, it is not @ terror co the good, but to the evil; che 
c00d has itspraiſe by the Power, and is not afraid of it ; but 
the evil is afraid, and it isa terror tO it; ſo be is a Hiniſter of 
God to thee for good 4 but be that doth evil ts afraid of the Power, 
for be beareth mot the Swer | in vain 3, for heis the Miniſter © 
God to revenge the wrath upon bim that doth evil : So | mark] 
not upon the good, ſo here he takes a diſtinion, the Good 
from the Evil,- the Higher Power is a praife ro the good ;. 
wherefore we muſt needs be ſabjeR x1: only for wrath, but alſs 
for coxſcience ſake, that is, to be ſnbjeR to the Power that is a 
praiſe to the good, and a tetror to the evil : now when Magi- 
ftrares «Red contrary to the Power (as you may read in the 
Scripture) ordained of God, then he ſent his Prophets and 
Servants to cry 8gainſt the corruptions of the Magiſtrates, 
not againſt the Power which God had ordained,and ſuch Magi- 
ſtrates if they did not return to the Power; you may read how 
Often God overturned them 3 and ſuch Magiltrates you may ſee 
often in the Scriptures turned the Sword backwards againſt 
the Righteous, and let the Guilty go free, and made no dif- 
ference between the precious and thevile 3 ard for this cauſe 
have we paid the tribute and dues 3 fo cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 
honour to whom honour, fear to whom fear 3 ſo we have nor 
been bebind on our parts, they have had tl eir tribute, and: 
the Magiſiratcs their Cuſtoms 8nd their dues, though they 
have turned their {word againſt us, againſt the good, and: 
Drunkerds, Swezrers, and Evil-doers at liberty 3 ſo we 
have 1.0: been behind on our hands, though tbey have been on 
theirs, but we leave them all co the Lord to plead with all - 

BE tie 
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. '& | : 4 
the cauſe : and che Apoſtle ſaith to the Chriſtians, Owe wething 
10 any man, but live one another, for love fwlpls the Law, lo 
they thar do not love another, and be out of Love, it is clear 
donot fulfil the Law, but break it; And are nor Chriſtians 
great Debters in this? and the Apoſile faith, Thow hals not 
commit adultery, mor kill, nor fteal, wor bear falfe witneſs, nir 
cover, if there be any other Commandment, ics briefly com- 
prehendedin this ſaying, Thow ſaalr love thy Neighborr as thy 
ſelf 5 and hereitsclear this Higher Power, which Gods Mini- 
ſters attend upon continually, is not agaivſt the liberty of true 
Chriſtians, nor does not take hofd upon people in matcers of 
Religion and Worfhip, but ſach as kills, commics adultery, 
ſteals and Covets 3 here is nothing of this Higher Powers 
medling with difference in Religion, or to be any terror to 
chem, but to the evil doers ; bur this Bigher Power isa praiſe - 
to all that own God, and profeſs Chrift jeſus, and hve in kis 
Life; and all Chriſtiansare ro ſtand faſt in the Liberty where- 
with Chrift bath made them Free : now the Apoſtle, who ſaid, 
Tribute to whom tribute, and cuſtom to whom cuſtem, this was 
to the Magiſtrates, and that they ſhould have their dues, this 
doth not concern.the Prieſts Tythes 3 for the Apoſlle plainly 
declared againſt Tythes, and ſaid, The Law wa changed by 
which the Prieſthood was maar, and the Commandment diſennul* 
led which gave Tythes, Bebr. 7. and he preach'd up another 
Prieft-hood, Chriſt Jeſus made higher then the Heavens: now 
as the Apoltle ſaith, Love works wo evil to its Neighbour, and 
Love as the fulfilling of the Law, and this keeps him out of 
killing, ſtealing, committing adultery, and bearing falſe wit- 
neſs, and this keeps. bim from under the Magiſtrates Sword, 
who is fabje& to the Power which is a praiſe to him that does 
well; and hethat loves his Neighbour as himſelf, he will not 
kill his Neighbour, nor bear falſe witneſs againſt him, nor 
ſeal from him, nor commit adultery, for thoſe are the aRions 
of the Evil-doer the Law is a Terror againſt, Row. 3.1,to v.10. 
"The Apoſtle faich to the Galatians, the Law is fulfilled in 
one Word, 7 hou ſhalt love thy Neighbouy as thy ſelf, 1oif the 
Law be fulfilled, then ic doth not take bold upon fuch that 
love their Neighbour as their ſelves 3 and ye that be led by the 
8 SP1tiT 
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Spirit of God, you are not under the Law.; for they that are 
led by che evil ſpiric into Drunkeneſs, Envy, and Murcher, and 
Strife, and full of Hatred, ſuch Fruits comes under the Law, 
and the Higher Power is aterror to chem,Gal.5. And they thac 
loyes their Neighbour as themſelves,do not bite nor deyour nor 
conſume one another; buc they that do hate their Neighbours, 
and bite and conſume one another, theſe do noc fulfil the Law, | 
but break ic ; as caſt your eye over Chriſtendom, and. you may 
Ga!,6, ſee theſe Fruits; and the Pertecution came tor che Croſs of 
Chriſt ſake, which Croſs was the Power, before the Wood 
and Stone one was ; and therefore them that do perſecute be 
out of the Higher Power, and Croſs, and Lite of Chriſt ' | 
eſus. 
J And the Apoſtle ſays to Timothy, We know the Law te goed, 
if aman wſe it lawfully, now [maik; a man muſt uſe ic law- 
fully, and then its good, Knowing thi, faith che great Apoſtle 
of Chriſt Jeſus, that the Law # not made for @ rightious man, 
therefore they that be righceous men, and the Quakecs which 
no evil can be charged againſt them in their lives and conver- 
- fations,\the Law is not to be laid upen them, if ic be uſed law» 
L _— fully ; for, ſaith the great Apoſtle,che Law was maar for the law- 
thops they leſs,d: ſobedient, for ſinners, wm holy, prophane, murtherers of fathers 
bare n"t and mothers, man ſlajyers, whoremengors , ſuch 4s defile thems« 
obſcrved ſelves with mankind, men-ftealers, lyars, prrjwred perſons, to ſuch 
the ſound the Law is a terror, for theſe be the Evil-doers, which Law 
one the js a praiſe to them that. be good; and ſo the Law bere was 
poſtle a dt 

wroteto mot made to limic people from worihipping of - God, that 
Timoty, Owned God and Ghriſt, but for fuch above mentioned, ard 
this is according to ſound Dofrine, and alſo according to the 
bleſſed Goſpel of God, which was committed to the Apoſtles 
truſt, which he taught and laid down co be obſerved amongſt 
the Primitive Chriſtians, which others, apoſtatiſed from his 
Life are degenerated from, and have not obſerved his found 
Dodrine, but many have turned the Sword backward, and 
3 the Laws upon righteous men, which ic was not made for, 
In . and thac has not been according ro the glorious Goſpel of the 
bleſſed God, nor according to the Higber Power, but the 

lower from thence perſecution has ariſen; EY 
| en 


xt Tim, 1. 
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(23) | | 
When the Phariſees took counſel how they might entangle 
Chriſt in his talk, they ſent from their Councel their Diſci- 
ples with the Herodians, ſaying, We know, Maſter, that thou 
art true, neither careſt than for any man, for thou Tegardeſt not 
the perſon of men, tell us therefore, what thinkeſt tho, us it lawfull 
ro give tribute to Ceſar, or not ? Jeſus perceiving their wicked» 
nels, ſaid, Why tempt you me, )e Hypecrites ? ſbew me the tris 
bute money, and they brought unto him a penny, be ſaid unto them, 
Whoſe is this image and ſuper ſcription ? they ſaid unto him Cx- 
ſars; then ſaid he unto thew, Render th:refore unto Czſar the 
things rhat are Czſars, and to God the things that are Gods, 
[Mark] choſe that came to tempe Chrilt were of the Jews, 
the great Profeſſors, and Ceſar was a Heathen, and the Jews 
being under the Power of the Heathen, having loſt rhe Life 
of that which they did profeſs, that ſpirit in them would have 
brought Chriſt under Czar, by the temptations ; and theſe 
he calls Hypocrites, who profeſſed the Scriptures, and were 
not in the Life of them, as-all others are at this day, who are 
found in the ſame nature that would enſnare ; bur Chrilt, who 
is the Wiſdom of God, confounded them. And Ceſar muft 
have his things, and what are his thiogs, but bis tribute, his 
cuſtom, and from that which his ſuperſcription is upon? And 
ſo other Kings whoſe Image is ſet upon their money, muſt have 
their dues : Bur | mar: ] people God muſt have his things in 
the midſt of Ceſar the Heathen, and the Councel of the greac 
profefling Jews; and what are Gods things? where his Image 
. and Superſcriptionis written in the Heart, God muſt have his 
things 53 ſo ſee each Superſcription and Image. So let Ce- 
ſar have his due where his Superſcription and Image is , ſo the 
Superſcription and Image of Ceſar to Ceſar, and Gods Wri- 
ting and Image to himſelf; for ttie Holy One muſt have his li- 
berty, and not to be limitted, and fo here every thing is in its 
place, Marth. 22.17. 

As the Apoſtle ſarh, hat ſoevrr z5 not of Faith # Sin, Rom. 
14+ 22, ſhewing, that the true Faith is not fin, for it is that 
which gives the victory and acceſs to God, and purifies the 
heart; and therefore to bring People ro that-which is nor of 
Faith, isto bring chem into fin, and to make them to make 

| ; ſhip- 


ſhipwrack of their Faith bye. . good Conſcience, ſeeing 
that che myſtery of Faith is held in the good and pure Conſct- 
ence; therefore che erue Faich muſt have its liberty, which 
gives the victory, in which God is pleaſed, and who are of 
Faith are of Abrahaw. | | 
And the great Apoſtle Pan! ſaith to the Corintbians, That 
we have not dominion or power over your Faith, but we are helpers 
of your joy, for by Faithye ſtand, Now [mark] all ye that be 
_ InChriſtendom, that calls your ſelves Chriſtians, who perſecutes 
about Religion, have not yoa degenerated from the Apoſtles, 
that would have dominion and power over mens Faith? Is not 
the caſe plain, that you would not bave the Faith which is the 
gifc of God have ics liberty ? -and thar you be ont of the true 
Faith, the gift of God, which the Apottles wereia 3 and ſo are 
no helpers of che joy of chem thar arc inthe true Faith, you 
your ſelves not ſtanding by it: And why did the Apolile bil 
chem ſtand faſt in the Faith, as knowing there was ſome wouid 
oppoſe their Faith ? ! Cor. 16. 13; 2 Cor. I. 24. 
And were not the Apoſtles a Councel, amongſt themſelves, 
for doth he not ſay, We have net dominion or power over your 
Faith; for if they had ſaid they had power over their Faith, 
they mighc have ſaid they had power over the Gift of God, 
for Faith = the Gift of Ged; and that they had power over 
Chriſt, who was the Author of» Faith, and Finiſver of it ,, but 
-the Apoltle ſaid, They were helpers of one anothers joy in the 
. Faith they were to build up one another in: ſo its clear that God 
aur mg muſt have his liberty to give his Faith, and Chiſt muſt have his | 
oor 392 liberty, whois the Author and Finiſher of Faith, which men 
4b mcn; \ Muſt nor have power over, no not the Apoliles, for by one 
Ezith, . Faith they all ſtand. © 
| And the Goſpel which the Apoſtles preached, which they 
Men cught had not received of man, nor by man, bur by the revelation of fe- 
ro have li- (5 Chyiſt, which was the Power of God mnto Salvation to tvery 
_ one that believeth; this Goſpel, the Power of God, which is 
oel, Liberty, is to have its liberty, and men muſt have theirliber- 
tyin it , for if menturn againſt the Power, they turn againſt 
the Goſpel, and bring deſtruction upon therpſelves, in turning 
againſ}, and perſecuting the Power of God, and their own Sal- 
vation, Rom. I. Gal. 1. Now 
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Now concerning the A that prohibits, that not above 
+ 
four or five may meet. 


His A& would haye taken hold upon Chriſt and his Dj- 
ſciples had he been in yorr dayes; Chriſt its known had 
twelve Apoftles, and ſeventy Difciples which often met toge- 
ther; and beſides the great multitudes that rger with Ch 


Li 
F 


The AR 
againſt 


the Qua» 


rift _ would 


lave taken 


in.the Towns; Wilderneſfles, 3nd Mountains in the Gayes of 4,4 op 


Geſar and the Jews, and you do not read that either Ce/er, or 
che Jews made any Aﬀs or Laws, thar Chriſt and his Diſciples 
S nor meet togerher ; though at laſt by that Law that they 


h(Wmongſt themſelves, they put him ro death for ſaytog 
that he was the Son of God. And did notthe Romans which 
were Heithen, let the Jews have their Liberty ro worſhip 
God, when they had power over them, thovgh their Rel:- 
Sion differed from theirs, as you may read {ih inthe Scrip- 
turts, and in Exſebews and Joſephus ? z, 

Yea, had not the Chriſtians in Zritavs Tiberty, and lived 
peaceably until Diccle/ian's time, and lived pretty quietly, 
though their Religion differed fram the Heathens Religion in 


Chiiſt and 
the Apv*® 
files» 


When : he 
Chrif\1ians 


began fir 


ehis Land ? and in Dyecl-an's time many were perfecuced to to offer 


death at £Lirchfield and Leiceſter , but mark what wss the 
end of his power. And did not many ſuffer perſecution about 
fix hundred years after Chriſt by A#uſtis the Monk, when he 
brought over his Snapſack o! Ceremonies ; #nd cauſed not he 
many of the Britains to be deſtroyed, becauſe they would not 
conform to the Ceremonies he brought from Reme. 

And had not the Ciuldren of 7f-ac! (though in Captivity 
ina ftranve Land) Liberty in the Empire of Nebnrehaaneear, 
though his Religion differed from theirs , until that Nebucbad- 
rezay fer up bis golden Imgge,with all hisMuſick,who caſtthe 
three Children into the fiery Furnace becauſe they would not 
worſhip it, who worſhipped God, and did give to Nebnchad- 
#:2ar the things that belonged to him, and to God the wor- 
ſhip chat helonsed to him 3 and did noc the Lord preſerve theſe 
three Children that ſtood for him, & worſhipped him? and did 

not King Nebuchadnezar Change his word and Decree which he 


had 


is England, 
and by 
whom. 


The three 
Children 
preſerved, 
[hongh 
caſt into 
the fiery 
Furnace 
for rct 
wo ſhip* 
F1'$ Ne- 
Eachidnta 
7407's LI. 
ma,e. 
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. &SJou may read in the Croxricles, and in the Revelations, and 


_ obeyed the Lord? . 
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CHF Ro... | 
haJ made to burn them that aſa not worſhip his Image, 'and 
make another Necree by which he gave Liberty co the Chil- 
dren of jſ7«cl, «nd ſent it among all his People and Nations;that 
chey ſhould not ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt che God of the 
Children of J/7ael? and did he not afterwards confeſs ro the 
God of Heaven thar his Kingdom was an everlaſting King- 

. dom, and his Dominion from Generation to Generation ? 
Ard bad not he the Children of 1ſ-ael in great eſteem, though 
they differcd from his Nations Religion, Worſhip, Laws, ac 
Manners, as you may read in Danieſthe 3dand 4th chbaprers ? 
And in Daniel! chap.*5. Belſhazz.4r his ſon, did he not give Li- 
berty to the Children of //-ae! ? but when this Belhazzgzgdid 
meddle with the Veſlcls ot the Children of 1/r«el whict ; 
brought out of thE Templeat Fer» ſalem, was not there a Hand- 
Writing on the Wall againſt him? And ſo you that be in Spi- 
ritual Babylon, that do meddle with the Veſſgis of the Chil- 
dren of God and Jews in the Spirit, do you not think that the 
Hand-Writing is againſt you JAENE TEKE L, Tok are 


found v0 light, being weighed in the Ballance; and do you not di- , 
Vide ? andare not your years ntmbred ? and doth not ſpiritual 
Babylon {et up his ſpiritual Image, and Muſick about ic? and : 


has not he burnt and perſecuted ſuch as cannot fall down to it, 


yet is not come ſo far as XNebucbadnzar, who altered his De- 
crees, and confeſſed tothe God of Heaven, and gave Liberty 
Sto ſuch as diflered from his National worſhip ? And hed not 
Pelſpa: 2ar a great eſteem of the Jews though they differed 
from his Religion, and were Capcives in his Country? and if 
it had been your day, would you not have ſaid the three Chil- 
dren were diſobedient and wilfull, becauſe they would not fali 
down at the found of ,the Mufick, and worſhip his Image, who 


And were it not ſome of the Caldeans that were the in- 
formers againſ} the Children of 7ſ-ael, rhe outward Jews, that 
raiſed perſecution againft them ?' and are there not many ſn- 
formers now in ſpiritual Babylox, that raiſes perſecution upon 

the Jews in che Spirit ? - 
Andin Dawel 6. in the dayes of Darins Emperor, had = | 
che 
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rc pF, / {pea 
the'Chiſdren of 7rael Liberty under the Emperor in his Empire, 
though they differed from his National Worſhip and Religi- 
- on, until that ſome of the Princes ſought to find out a fault or 
occaſion againſ{jaim, but could find no fault, he being faichfull ? 
Then ſaid thejnen, We ſhall not find any thing againſt this Da- 
niel, except ve find it againſs him concerning the Law of his God. 
Now | mark] here you may ſee Daniel! had Liberty concerns 
.ingtheLaw of his God, till this time, that they made a De- 
+ eree, according to the Medes and Per favs, which alters not, 
T hat whoſoever acked any Petition for thirty dayes, faving of the 
King Darius, (bonld be caſt into the Lions Den, Now | mark] 
Daniel went into hs honſe, after this Decree was made, hi 
windows in his chamber being open towards Jeruſalem, he kneet- 
ed arwn upon his kntes three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
. thanks before his God, as he had doue before time. Now [ mark] O 
yeChriſtians, would ye not ſay that Daziel was a very fool, 
anda wilfull rebeiious perſon, as knowing the Kings Decree, 
and the ſpice of theſe men againſt him, and be having been 
formerly m favour with the Kings, to loſe all, and endanget 
his life? theſe'men finding Daxzel praying to his God, inform- - 
ed the King, and the Lawavas executed upon him : But mark 
how God preſerved this Dazie!, and how glad the King was 
of ir, and what became of his Accuſers, who were caſt to the 
Lions and torn to pieces : and did not Darts then confeſs troy 
the Living God, and his Kingdom, and made another Decree - 
ro give Liberty to Danicland the Children of 7j7ac!? which 
Darius the Emperor wrote to 21] People, Nations and Lan- 
ouages. dwelling on the Earth, That they fborld all trewbic 
aud fear before the God of Daniel, for he .s the Living God 
ſteafaſt for ever, and his Kingdom ſhall not be deſtroyed, and his 
Dom:izion ſhall newer have an end, And ſ{ohadnot Dazierl and 
theſe Children of Tſratl Liberty in the Realm of Darizs and 
Cyrus Kings of Perſia and the Aedes, though they differed 
from them in their Religion, and were Caprives? and doth 
not this judge all Chriſtians who profefleth God and Chriſt, 
and are not to have Power over one anothers Faith, and cannot 
Sive Liberty to one anorher, bur perſecu:e one another, con» 
a D 2 trary 
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briſt, | who 


trary to the command-of C ſaid they ſhould love 
one another? * . » 
. Fer. 39. Jeremiah who had been caſt into the Dungeon, 
and ſet in the Stocks, and beaten for his teftimony for the 
Lord by the perſecuting Jews, who kept bim in Priſon till 
Nebuchadnezar carried away his Perſecutor captive into Baby- 
{vn : the Captain of this Nebuchadnezars guard, left of the 
poor of the People which had nothing in the Land of 7adab, 
and gave them Fields and Vineyards ; and Nebacbaanezar gave ' 
charge tothe Cap:ain of his Guard concerning feremiab, T ake 
him, and hok well to him, do hius uo harm : And he took Pere- 
miah out of the Court of the Priſon, and ſaid, Thu day I wil 
> loife thee from the Chain which us upon thy hand, if it ſeem good 
ug fer thee to go with me into Babylon, 1 will lock, well unto thee; 
: but if it ſeem evil unto thee to go into Babylon forbear; beheld,. 
all the Land ts before thee, whether it ſeemerh good and convenient 
20 goy thither ga ;, and ſo Feremiah ſaid in the Land of Judah. 
And row, Friends, was there not more mercy in this Heathen 
Nebuchadrezar, then in the Jews andthe great perſecuting 
Profeſſors? for though he had conquered the Land, yes he 
did not force Jeremiah, nor the People he left behind him, to 
be of his Religion, but left them to follow their own Religion 
in their own Land : And has not Nebxchadnezar outſtript ma- 
+ Ny People ip this; as you may read in feremiah, Thapters 38, 
- 39, and 40? : E 
And have you not readin Ezra the Proclamation of Cyrus. 
King of Perfia to all the Jews among his People throughout all 
his kingdom, how that the Jews might go up ard build their 
Temple, and what large Liberty was given tothem, and how 
that they might have Liberty to g0 and ſerve and worſhip God ? * 
2nd though the Children of 7/7ae! were of another Religion 
then the Aſedes and Ferfrans, yet he gave the Children of . J/- 
racl liberty , but # was the Lord ſtirred up the Spirit of this 
Cyr «s kirg of Perfia to give Liberty to worſhip God, and 
ſerve him; chen people may judge what it is that ſtirs up the 
{pir-ts of people to perſecute people tor worſhipping of God, 
Exrai. And did nota People riie up to perſecute the Jews 
after- 
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afcetwards, and called hem a rebellious ipeople, '\under a pre- 
rence, that if they buile a Temple, they ſhould damage the 
King, Ezra 4. But af:erwards the Perſecutors end was fruſtra. 
—ted, and the Children of 7/rael went on in theirwork. And 
ſo this Darius made another Decree for the Jews Liberty, and 


| the hui'ding the Temple, And whoſcever: ſpould alter. a word of 


the Decree, the Timber ſhould be pluck'd down from his howſe, and + 
bring ſet up, he wu to be hanged thereon, and his houſe to be 
made a Dunghil , and the Children of Iſrael were to pray for the 
life of the King and bs Sous, And ſo here you may fee what 
Liberty this man, called a Heathen, gave to the outward Jews, 
who differed from himin Religion, who was a-Heathen; and 
what a ſtrit Decree he made againſt them-that- were againſt 
the Jews, and would have hindred them from building the 
Temple and fo this Decree was for the ſervice of God, againſt 
bis own Religion, which Temple now Chriſt has egded, and 
 thePrieſts and Jews Services, and he # nst-a:7ew that # one 
cxtward; ſo that Command, Decree and Penalty of Dari 
is ended, for ſueh a work 5 for he i a Few who is ontinward now, 
whoſe Weapuns are Spiritual and not Carnal , but the Inward 
Temple comes to be raiſed up by the Spirit, and the Law and Com- 
ard of Jeſus objerved, to love one .another 3, yet Darius may 
judge the perſecuting ſpiric in Chriſtians: for Artaxerxes made 
a Decree that whatſoever Fzr4 the Prieſt the Scribe of the 
Law of the God of Heaven ſhould require of them, ſhou'ld be 
done for the Houſe of the God of Heaven, for why ſhould 
there be wrath againſt the Realm of the. King ard his Son 3 
and ſo Ezra was to ſer Magiſtrates and Judges, and ſuch as 
- knew the Law, and taught them that knew it not; And whoſa- 
ever would not do the Law of God, and the Law of the King, juags 
mens was iÞ® be executed ſpeedily upon him, whetber unto death, 
or unto baniſhment, Ezra 7, And now here you may ſee what 
Liberty this Artaxerzes gave to the Jews, who-were of a dif- 
ferent Religion from him, that they that did not obey his 
Reathen Law, and che Law of God, it was'death; and fo be 
makes a diſtintion berwixt his Law and che Law of God, 
though he wasa Heathen; but Ezra the Prieit, and the Levites, 
and-the primitive Priejthood, with all cheir Offerings, and 
their 


= 


””  Ezra7 


* 3.2%, 8 OY SO my +: PL Oo ge, $9 4 
I-28 Ny Go "X.. Age _ ” 
6 T < CO EIS bh $<.> 


= EET oe Loa, oi 
their Temple,- Chriſt hes:ended that Prieſthood, and the Law 
- by which it was made, Hep.i7. . And ſo, as for Baniſhing put- 
eo Death, Impriſonivg, confiſcation of Goods concerning the 
' builting the .Jews Temple, and Sacrificing there, with their 
Singers and Miniſters, Chriſt his ended all thefe, and ſays, Love 
one amther, not baniſb;:nor ſpoil one anothers Goods ;, ſo his 
Command'now'is tebe obſerved, and.not Artaxerxes nor Das 
.rius to build the Temple-of the Jews, ard offer Sacrifice : now 
this may condemn the Chriſtians, (for a Heathen td give his 
-Law, and to promotethe Jews, and the Law of God by which 
the Religion 'ſt60d,)) wbo makes .Eaws to perſecute one ano- 


; ther contrary totheLaw and Command of Jeſus, which ſaith, 


Love one anothey ; for where did you ever read of any Law 


' the Chriſtians made, That they ſhould love one another, -and 


that they ſhould keep the Command of Chriſt, who faith, 
Love one another, and not ſpoil the Goods, and baniſh one 
another? If rt, has not Artaxerxes condemned'them, who. 
by his Heatherf Law promotes the Law of God, and the Jews 
Religion ?* which Religion and Law of the Jews Chriſt has 
ended, as Offerings,Sacrifices,and Temple, as I jaid before, For, 
as the Apoſtle ſaid, yowr: Bodies are the T emwgle of God. 

And alſo you: may read Nehems. 3. the moderation and ten- 
derneſs of Art4xerxes and his Queen to Nehemiab, though 
Nehemiah's Religion differed from theirsz and though he was 
a Heathen, he gave Nehemiah an Order to goand fee Jers ſa- 
lem's Walls repaired, though he had much oppoſit on by many 
bad people, and called rebellious, becauſe. they had not ob- 


ſerved other Nations Religions, yer their perſecuting came to 


naught, as you may-fee throughout Nehemiah: And ſo why 
fhonld Chriſtians be more -unmercifu)l one to another, and 
perſecute one another worſe then the Heathen Md the Jews ? 
And fo people are not to Hang, Baniſh, Spoil Goods, and Im- 
priſon one another according to Artaxerxes the Heathen's 
Law, but to Love one another accordins to Chriſts Law, and 
Command; andſo'Prieits have ignorantly brought this Scrip- 
ture to Perſecute, Baniſh, Impriſon, and ſpoil Goods, who are 


darker then the Heathen, who gave Liberty to the Jews Reli- 


ion, which was contrary to their own; and here the Prieſts 
and 
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* and Profeflorsare ignorant of the © M98 Tunes of the Goſpe), 
Andin the dayes of AbaſueryrKing, Hawas was ſet above 
- all-the Kings Princes, and all che-Kings Servants bowed to 
Haman ; and ordecai ſate in the Kings Gates, And the King' 
gave command that they ſpruld bow to Haman ; . tbe Kings Ser- 
vants which were in the Gate ſal to Mordecai, Why tranſgreſſeſt 
thou the Kings Command ? and they (pake daily unto Mordecai, 
and he hearkgned not unto them ; then the Servants teld4 Hamap, 
zo ſee whether Mordecai's matter world ſtand; for he had told 
them that he was a few; andwhen Haman ſaw rhat Mordecai 
did not bow, nor reverence him, Haman was full of wrath, and 
Haman ſcorned to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had ſhewed 
bim the People of Mordecai, who w.s a few; wherefore Haman 
(ought to deſtroy all the Fews* throughout the whole Kingdom : 
Would nor many of you Chriftians Tay that Afordecai was a 
Fool becauſe he would not bow to Haman, and do according to 
the Cuſtom of the Nation, but in denying to do ſuch a ſmall 
thing, to bring perſecution and death upon limfelf and all the 
Jews 3 and (o to be counted ſtubborn and rebellious, diſobedi- 
ent to the Command of the King? And would yon not ſay, 
'' - let Artaxerzes Law go upon him, Whoſoever will not obey the 
Law of God and the King, let judgment be ſpeedily executed upmn 
him, whtther it be to death or baniſhment, or confiſcation of goods 
&r impriſoument, Ezra 7. Nay, AMordecai obeyed the Law of 
God; and was not rebellious, though he could not obey the 
Command of the King ro bow to proud Haman;. therefore 
Hamas 12id to the King, Theres.acertain Poople ſcattered abroad 
among thy People, in all the Provinces in thy Kingdom, ang their 
Lawes are divers from all People, neither keep they the Kings 
Laws ; therefore it s not for the Kings profit $0 ſuffer them : If 
ir pleaſe the King to let them be deſtroyed, 1 will pay Ter thouſand 
T alents of Silver : and ſo Hawan got a Decree from the _ 
King, and ſens ic forth todeſtroy the Jews. Now mind, here 
it is ſhewed, that the Jews had Libertytill his Haman gor this 
Decree, becauſe Mordecas the Few 'wou'd not bow to him, 
nor reverence him, though che. Jews Religion differed from 
the Kings and Haman's Religion : And Efther the Queen being 
a Jew, ſpoke to che King chat the Jews were to be deſtroyed, 
who 


Se et? AF 5, 22: ot] ; . RO 
2 5. Ns et Y x” 16.3 $ 26S GE, YO Pe 
bs We © oe ND EE EW ; So 

7; a SE PRE 


SY $. be he 
; Fg © IE 95% ys 3 
Bo =. < Fo 4 4 
opaa 3  OA <7 RBR) ps ; 
LL) - 
: BY” 3 


(32) A 
who procured another Decree from the King, that the Jews 
ſhould not be deſtroyed, which was ſent into all the Pro- 
vinces. And Hamar law Hordecas fir in the Kings Gate, and 
ſtood not up, nor moved for him; Hawan was full of fury, and 
therefore Haman cauſed a Gallows of fifty cubirs high to be 


made to hang Mordecas ons ant as Hawan came back from. 


the King he came back forrowſull, for hewas toclothe Afor- 
decai, and ſet him on horſ-back, and proclaim before him, and 
fay, This (halt be done to the man whom the K " delighteth to 
honour: then Haman came home and told his Wife what had 


befaln him, and his Wife faid, If Mordecai be of the ſeed of the - 


7ews, before whom thou haſt begun to fall, thou ſhalt not prevail, 
but fall, yet before Haman's Wife and his Friends wou!d have 
him ſer up a Gallows to hang Aſordecas on, which be was bang- 
ed on himſelf afterwards. Here you may ſee the end of a Per- 
ſecutor and Deſtroyer, who was againſt Liberty, and whether 
is there more ordecais or Hamas: in Chriſtendow,, that would 
kill and deſtroy men becauſe they would nor Rand up and bow 
to them,” and reverence them ?' Nay would they not ſay oye 
decat was an unmannerly if{-bred Clown ? and would they nor 
fay be did ita purpoſe tolie in the Kings Gate, could he nor 
keep out of the Kings Gare, for bis doings was in danger to 


deſtroy all the Jews? and if Afordecai the outward Jew could 


not bow to proud Hamar, though' in ſo doing he did:diſobey 
the Kings Command, whether or no can the Jew inward in 


the Spiric bow to Hamar*s nature where it appears? and whe- - 


ther Haman's nature will not perſecute though it be in a Chri- 
ſtian? and ſhould Chriſtians be worſe then the Jews, for 
Chriſtians ſhould not perſecute one another for not bowins to 


one another?” for the Angel in. the Revelations reproved Fohn , 


for bowing to him, and told him: he was his Fellow-Servant, 
and ſaid, See thow do it nor 4 and bid him Worſhip God, Rev. 22. 
So let Mordecar's nature reign amongſt you, and not Hamays, 
for mark Hamars's end ; for the true -Chriſyans are Jews in 
the Spirir, and are Brechren ; Ghrift ſays, Tor are all Bre- 
thren; for do not you, called/Chriſtiaris, call them impudenr 
Clowns, and unmannerly that willnot bow, and has fined ma» 
ny, and perſecuted many? 1s not this ike Hemas's nature, not 


Afordecai's ? Ard 
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And Chrift, who has all power in Heaven and Earth given 
untohim, and to whom all Judgment is committed, he ſaid, 
That for every idle word that men ſhould ſpeak, they ſhould give ac+ 
gonnt at the day of Judgment, ſo by thy words thow ſhalt be juſtified, 
and by thy woras thow ſhalt be condemned, Mar. 12: 20, 36, 37. 

And doth not Chriſt fay in A4arth. 5. Be thor reconciled to 
thy Brother before thou offer thy gift ? Now if all Chriſtians 
did obſerve this, who was there co offer amonglt them 3 for 
ſuch as envied their Brother Chriſtian, and perſecuted him, 
ſuch were not to offer their gift until they were reconcil'd to the 
Brethren; for if they do God has no reſpe& to their Sacrifice, 
no more then he has to Casn's that envies his Brother: Ard 
Chriſt who hath all power in Heaven and Earth ſaid, Jaage 
ot, left yo be jmaged; for with what julgment ye judge, ye ſhall 
be judged, and with what meaſure you meet, it ſhall be meaſured 
20 y0u474'n; Now all you that are fo raſhin meaſuring, judg- 
ing, and perſecuting of others, you never think of this Law of 
Chriſt Jeſus: Now it is clear that none are ty judge till the 
Beam be caſt out of their own eye, then they may ſee cleer- 
ly a Moat, AMdarth,7, And doth not the Apoſtle ſay, That 
you muſt ds good unto all men, &c. which if you do good, you 
do not do evil : And every man muſt bear hx burthen 5 ana 
' every man is to prove his own wirkhs, and every one ſhall give ar 
Acconnt to God for things dene in his Body, and [ball have a reward 
according to his Works, whether they be good or whether they be 
evil , and every mans own Werds ſhall be hu burthen : for Goa 
reſpefts w1 mans perſcns for he that ſowes t0 the fleſh, ſhall of the 
fleſh reap corruption ; but be that ſows to the Spirit, ſhall of the 
Spirit reap Life Everlaſting 3 {o every Seed{-man reaps his 6wn 
crop, according to what he ſows, Gal. 6. 

And Gal. 5. the perſecuting Prieſts and Profeſſors uſed to 
bring for their Perſecution 3 viz. 7 world they were cut off that 
trouble you 5, now this cutting off the Apoſtles troublers, it was 
with Spiritual weapons, for the Apoſiles warfare was not with 
Carnal, but with Spiritual Weapons ; neicher did he wreſtle 
with Fleſh and Blood, ſo that he could not cut them cf with 
Carnal Weapons. : 

E . _ Ard 
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And as the Apoſife faith f HA NTAA He that is bers {ter 
the Fleſh will parſectite bins that is born after tha Spirit, ſo it is 
mow | fe the Boni-womian and her Son miſt be caſt ont, and noe 
be veir with the Free-weman : Now it is clear, it is the Bond- 
woungn and her Son that are caft our, that are the Perſecu- 
tors: {o the perſecuting Chriſtian may know bis Mother, for 
aS1t was in ihe dayes of 7ſzac, and in the dayes of the Apo- 
ſtles, lo it is now in theſe dayes, that the birth born after 
the Fl:th will perſecute him char is born after the Spirit, and 
theſe be tie Children of the Bond-woman which genders to 
- bondage, which is Hagar + but the Children of the Free-wo- 
- mah are of [ſ:ac, in whom the Seed is called, and 7eryſalem 
1 which is above is the Mother of all theſe Children which'is 
Free, and gendreth not to Bondage, and are not Perfc= 
Ccutors. 

And the. Apoſtles command to the Coloſſians was, If ye be 
dead with C brift from the Rudiments of the World, why as lsving 
5 the world are you ſubjrft ts Ordiwances,, truch not, taſte net, 
haiidle not, which all are to periſh with the uſing, after the Coms- 
waydments and Dottrines of men, Now, |mark | Is there any 
Ordinances, Do@rines ard Commandments of men, but they 
are held up by mens power? and will not they that are not 
dead with Chriſt taſte, handle and touch, and be ſubjeR to 
them, aridrage, and be envious, and perſecute chem that be 
dead with Chriſt, -and cannot touch, taſte nor handle, nei- 
cher be ſubje& ro them ? So, is it not the birth of the Fleſh 
that is ſubje&t ro mens Dofrines, Ordinances and Command- 7 
ments, which periſh in the uſing of them, which they that be 
dead with Chriſt, and riſen, ſeeks that which came down from 
above, from Chriſt who fits at the right hand of God; and ſo 
- their affeRtions are on things which are above, and after thar 
 2& which doth not periſh, Col-ſſians 2d and 3d chapters. And 
E- though the Apoſtle faid to the Corinthians, If any man love not 
Peſus Chriſt, let him be an Athema and Maranatha, yet the 
Apoſtle plainly tellsyou, That they did not wreſtle with Fleſh 
41d Blood, and the /capons were Spiritual and not Carnal; and 
he telis yon, That ve rhar us born after the Fleſh perſecutes him 

that 
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that ts born after the .- Ne Spiricual Mirth has his 
Spiritual Weapons, but the Carnal man has his Carnal Wea- 
- Pons3 andſo each Birth bath his Weapons. ” 
And in Zachariah 13, 3,4. which is a place which the per- 
ſecuting Priefts and Profeſſors uſed to bring for their Perſecy- 
ting; which is as followeth, I will cat off, ſaith the Lerd, the 
names of the Idols ont of the Land, and rhey ſhall be remembred 
wo more; 1 will cauſe the Prophets and unclean Spirits te go ont of 
the Land; And it ſball come topaſs, when any ſhall yet propheſee, 
then his Father aud Mother which begat him ſball ſay unto hims 
T hou ſhalt wot live, for thow ſpeakeſt Lyes in the Name of the 
Lora; and his Father and Mother ſtall thruſt him through whes 
he propheſier. In that day the Prophets ſhall be aſhamed every one of 
bu Vifios a hes he hath prophefied ; neither ſhall they wear a rough 
Garmext to adcceive. Now | mark ] theſe Prophers with the 
rough Garment, which ſpeaks Lyes in the Name of the Lord, 
with their uncican Spirits & Idols, which were not to be ſuffer- 
ed in the Land among the Children of Zſrel, butt their Fathes 
and Mother was.to run them through which begat them 3 but 
what muſt the Chrittians Weapons be now, that fay they are 
not Jews outward, but they are Miniſters of the Goſpei, and 
believers in Chriſt ? cheir Weapors muſt be all Spixizual, not 
Carnal, by which they run through the talſe Prophet, that falſe 
Spiric, and lying Spirit, and fo their Weapons are Spiritual. 
they do not wreſtle with Fiefh and Blood, Are :6t theſe 
perſecuting Prieſts and Profeffors in Chrsjtendoms like unty theſe 
rough Prophets, that will ſerve for pay under any one, Pre; 
byterian, Papiſts or Piſcopal, as the Souldiers uſed to ſerve 
under any one for pay, who wreitles with Fleſh and Blood ? 
And is it not their work co call to the Magiſtrate to help 
them to wreſtle with Fleſh and Bijood,, and them rchat-are con» 
trary minded ra.them? And are not theſe like the Prophets,that 
one while they would befor the Jews, and another while for 
Zezebel and Ahab; you may ſee how ſubjec they were to turn, 
as you may read through the Scripcares ; buithe true Pro- 
phecs and Apoſtles were *not Perſecutors, but perſecuted : 
Was not Miſes perſecuted BY Phararh ? but whar become of 
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Pharaoh, 3M others. that did perſecute him? and was it nor 
for Religion ſake? Wasno Abel murthered by Caix the Per- 
ſecutor, sbout Religion ? and though Cain could build Cities, 
yet was a Vagab-nd ; 3nd doth not all Perſecutors go inCaizs 
way ? read 7 de, my 
The Children of 1/-4elwere oppreſſed under Pharaob, mind 
the end of that Oppreſſor 3 and Eliſha was perſecuted by 7e- 
zeb:1, mind the Perſecutors end: the Prophet {_ was threat- 
ned by Feroboam; Zachary was ſtoned to death for his Religi- 
on: Was rot Micah for his Religion thrown down, and his 
neck broken ? Was not Amos ſmitten with a Club on the 
temples of his head, and ſo brained for his Religion ſake ? 
Was not Iſaiah ſawn aſunder in two parts for his Religion ? 
And was not Jeremiah for his Religion perſecuted ofr, impri- 
ſoned, and put in a deep Dungeon, and after ſtoned to death in 
Egypt ? Was not Ezekiel ſlain in Babylen, by the Duke of the 
People, for his Religion ? And was not Daniel thrown into 
the Den of huhgry Lions, where he was Preſerved ? And was 
not the three Children thrown in the fiery Furnace for their 
Religion ? And was not. Barxch fain to fly to ſave his life 
from King 7oaſb's hand for his Religion, and Teftimony ? Was 
not the Prophet Urias ſlain with the Sword by King Foaichim ? 
Was not Fob» Baptift beheaded by Herod the Tetrach ? Was not 
Stephen ſtoned to death (by the great profeſling Jews). for 
his Religion. ? Was not James beheaded by Herod Agrippa ? 
Was not Peter crucified at Rome under Nero, his head down- 
ward ? Was not Andrew crucified by Aegeas King of Ediſſa 
at Patares, a City in Achaia? Was not Fawes Alphers of Je 
r1ſalem thrown down from high, and brained with a Fullers 
Glub? Was not Thomas flain at Calamina, a City in India, 
where the Panims ran him through with the Dart ? Was not 
Philip crucified at Hyrapolis in eAfia for his Religion ? Was not 
Barthilmew fleid alive in 7«des, and his skin pluckt over his 
Ears, and after beheaded ? Was not Martha run through with 
a nak:d ſword in Erhiopia ? Was not Simox crucified ? 
Was not 7#{e lain; and John ſcourfed, and often times perſe- 
cuted, and put in ſcalding hot Oyl ? Was not Matthias knockt 
on 


on the head withan Ax, and beheaded ? Was rot ark the 
Evangeliſt a rope put about his neck, and by it drawn through 
the City of Alexandria til his fleſh rent in pieces, and 'the 
ſtones coloured with his Blood, and at laſt was burnt to 
aſhes? Had not Barwabas a Rope tyed about his neck, and 
there pluckt to the Rake and burned ? [Mark | Did not all 
theſe {uffer for Religion, and that that perſecuted them, was 
ic not the Birch that is born of the Fleſh 5 and ts not chis Birth 
now to be ſeenin Chriſtendom which doth perſecute him thar 
is born of the Spiric, wreſtling with Flefh and Blood : and 
ſowhart is become of all theſe Perſecutors ; doth not the me- 
_— of the Wicked: rot, and the memorial of the Juſt 
ive? 

Was not ach perſecuted by Eſax becauſe of his Bleſſing 
Cen. 27.41. And was not foſeph perſecuted by his Brethren, 
who after baniſht him, and ſold him 3 -and was it not for thas 
which God bid ſhewed unto Feſeph, which after c:me to paſs; 
and hid his Brerkren any praiſe for this work; were they 
not afterwards troubled and judged in themſelves for the fame? 
And was not Lot pegſecuted and mockt in Sidow; read what 
became of thoſe temporal blind Sedomites perſecuring (then 
you may ſay what will become of theſe Spiricual blind perſe- 
cuting Sodomires) of the Juſt, And if outward Sodom was 
conſumed to aſhes, what will become of the Spiritual Sodom , 
and was not perſecution alwayes blind ? 

And- did rot Chriſt ſay, that the perſecuiing Prieſt and 
Phariſees were Flind-Gnides, and led the Blind into the Ditch ; 
and are not all the Perſecu.ing Priefts and Teachers now in 
. Chriſtendom Blind: guides 3 and will any be led by them but the 
Blind, is not the place they lead into the Ditch, and 1s rot the 
._ perſecution againſt them that can ſee: and ſoall the Guides 
in Chriſtendom that perſecute, are they not the Blind ones, 
and doing the works of the night, nor of the day, wherein 
people can ſee? and is not the Brith which perſecutes, that 
which was born bind from Hagars womb, andnot born of the 
womb of the true woman which 7/aac came of; for Hagar 
was an Egyptian woman that bore wild 1/mael, whoſe _ 
agatn 
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aguinft rvery man? So now, Is notthe ſpirit of Cain, and the 


ſpirit of Core,and the Spirit of Sodom to be ſeen,and of Pharaoh, 
and of the Egyptians, and of the perſecuting Jews; and doth 
uot the ſpiric of all theſe reign in him that is born of the Fleſh e 

Had not Abraham, that came out of his own Country, !i- 
berty to ſerve God among the Canaanresz and when Alrabam 
went down into Egypr, had henot liberty there to ſerve God, 
as you may read in Gs. 12. though the Egypriars and Ca- 
»aanites were bad people: And had not Abravam liberty ro 
ſerve God in the Abimelecks Country 3 and Abimelech ſaid, My. 
Land before thee, dwell where it pleaſeth thee : Ard in whar 
Country was there a Law made, that Abraham, Iſaac, and Fa- 
cob ſhould not worſhip and ſerve the God of Heaven, thougtr 
chey diff:red from the Countries Religion; and though the 
Children of 1/-ae! were oppreſt in Egypr, where do you ever 
read that Pharaoh made a Law that Joſeph nor the People of 
Iſrael ſhould not ſerve the Lord their God whilſt they were 
among them, though when they multiplied another King ops 
preſſed them with hard labour, and gave a command to hinder 
their growth, to kill all the male childrgp, but che Midwives 
fearing God did not as the King of Eg ype had commanded chem, 
to killall che men children : now would not many in Chriſtex= 
4m ſay, that theſe Midwives were rebellious to the Kings com- 
mand, and that Arrazerxes Law ſhould be executed upon them, 
of death and baniſhment, for diſobeying the Kings Law 3 for 
if the Pope, or others ſhould make a Law, that they ſhould 
burn, kill, baniſh and imprifon. would not you be willing,though 
ic be contrary to your Conſciences to obey it, contrary to the 
Command of Chrift [eſus, that you ſhould love one another, 
and not deftroy one another, and you doing ſo, viz. obeying 
the Papiſts or others Commands to deſtroy people chat fears 
God, doth not the Midwives that feared God judge you, 


(whodiſobeyed the Command of Pharaoh King of Egypt) in 


not deſtroying the childrens lives ? Exod. 1. 


Sam. I. 14. When Saxl the King gave command that Jona- 


than his Son ſhould die, for taſting of the Honey which Sau! 


had forbidden that _ ſhould eat any food that day, and 
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my 39) 
therefore his' Son which had hel a lictle Honey mighe die: 
And the people diſobeyed the Command of Saxl, and faid, 
Zonathan ſhould not die, for he had wrought Salvation in I[rael 
ſo raſh Oathes and Commands chem that feared God you may 
ſee could not obey, 

Another Scripture which. the Prieſts and Papiſfts uſed to 
bring to put men to death about Religion is Pevr. 17. The men 
that will dopreſumtnouſly, and will not hearken to the Prieſt that 
ſtandeth to miniſter before the Lord, or unte the fudge, that mas 
ſhall die. Now [mark] people, this is one of the Scriptures 
thar Papiſts uſed co bring, becauſe they would not hear their 
Priefts, ſo mark their ignorance,for do not you know that theſe 
were the Jews Levitical Prieſts; and then muſt not all Papiſis, 
Proteſtants, and others be put to death if they will not hear 
the Jews Prieſts that was co miniſter the Law. Burt I ſay 
Chriſtis come, that ſaves mens lives, and came not co deſtroy 
them, which ends the Jews Prieſts, and the Law by which 
they were made, Hebr. 7. and their Carnal Weapons; and fo 
Chriſt, who is the Prieſt made higher chen the Heavens, is to 


| beheard inall things. and not the Jewiſh Prieſts, as you may 


read in Hebr,7. & Ads 7. And another Scripture they bring, 
The Prophet that ſhall preſume t1 ſpeak, a word in my Name which 1 
have mt commanded him to ſpeak,or that ſhall ſpeak in the name of 
erher gods, then the Prophet ſbail dir. Now | mark | did ever 
you Papiſts, or others called Prieſts or Prophets, ever hear the 
voice of God, which you have all denied to us, called Qua- 
kers, thatever youdid; then is not this Sentence faln upon 
your ſelves, as dead men, according to your own Judgement ; 

bur this is your ignorance, Chriſt is come the 2reac Prophet, 
which ends the true Prophets, who 1s to be heard, and is the 
Stone which falls upon the falſe ſpiritual Prophets, that has no: 

heard the voice of God, and ſtones them to. death, and yi 

faves the mens lives : and Chriſt ends the Jews Carnal Wez- 

pons, and ſets up the Spiritua}, by which they do not wreſile 

with Fleſh and Blood, Dear. 18. 

And alſo in Dext..13. another Scripture the Papilis and 
Proteſtants uſed to bring for Perſecution, Jf here riſe wp an7 
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Prophet or Dreamer, or give oh 4 ſign and wonder, and the pyn 
ar wonder conie #0 paſs whereof. he ſpeaks to thee ſaying, Let ns go 
after other gods," and ſerve thens, and (0 to forſake the: Lord God, 
and his Commandments, that Prophet or Dreamer ſhall be put to 
death ;, If thy Brother the Son of thy Mother, or the San of thy 
Dawghbter, or thy wif:, or thy Friend of thy own Soul ſhall in ſe- 
cret enticethee'to ſerve other gods, thou ſhalt not conſent to them) . 
neither pitty them, ner ſpare-them, nor conceal them, than ſbalt 
kill him, and thy hand ſhall be firſt npon him to put ham to death, 
and ſhall tone him with tones that he ave becauſe he ſought. to turn 
Jon from the Lord God, And now | mark} people theſe were 
them thar by their Dreams and Propheſies would bring people 
from the Living God, to ſerve other Gods, which were by the 
Jews Law to be ſtoned todeath, though they were their Re- 
lations, as. before mentioned; but Chrift: is come, who has 
ended the Jews Law, and their Weapons, and their Religion 
and Worſhip, *nd bas ſet up thg Goſpel, the worſhip in Spi- 
' ritand Truths and Chriſt did nor give forth any Law, nor 
his Diſciples after him didanot = forth any Law to put men 
to death, though they were falſe Worſhippers ; for. you ſee 
many did forſake Chriſt that had followed bim, and many did 
| forſake the Apoſtles which had -been convinced, and-drawed 
others after themz yet neither Chriit nor the Apoſtles did 
make a Law that ſuch ſhould be put to death ; for Chriſt re- 
buked his Diſciples who would have had mens lives deſtroyed, 
_ and ſaid, He came to ſave them, notto aeftroy them; and his 
Commandment was, That they ſhould love one another, and love 
Enemies; and Chriſt is the Top and Corner-Stone which falls 
upon the falſe Dreamers, and falfe Prophets, and ſtones them 
. todeath, yet ſaves the men And you may read in «de, and 
in Peter, there was filthy Dreamers in their dayes, 2 Per. 
yet the Apoſiles did not make a Law to put them to death, 
though they drawed people from che power of Chriſt ; for 
the Apeſtle tells you, his Weapons are Spiritual, and not Car- 
nal, they do not. wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood, nor war with 
ir, but with ſpiritual wickedneſſes, and it was the ſpiricual 
wickedneſſes in them that made chem falſe FRESERS and falſe 
| reamets 
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7 | 
Dreamers to draw People Eh. La and that the: Apoſtles 
warred againſt with Spiritual Weapons, and did not war with 
 FleſhandBlood, and ſtonethe Creatures to death; thac Law 
_ of the Jews is Changed by Chriſt thar puts men to death 
about Religion, and Chriſt bas ſer up his Law of Love, to 
love one another, and love Enemies, and though Chriſt was 
called a Blaſphemer, a Seducer, a Devil, and a Madman, yer 
he did not make's Law to put them. to death, and ftone ther 
ro death 3 and did not he pray to his Facher-to forgive them 
chat perſecuted him; but you Papiſts, and others, if ic 
- ſhould begranced to you, that Prophets and Dreamers that 
draws Pedple from the Living God and his Commands co ſerve 
other Gods, and you that would have the jews Law which you 
bring out of E2r4 paſt upon them Chriſtians ; then doth nor 
the Jews Law come upon your ſelves? for after you havecon- 
ſecrated Bread and Wine, do you not ſay it is God, and ſo by 
the Jews Law are not you to be put to death, who ſer up ano- 
ther God, : and draws people to it, and fo are condemned out 
of your own Scriptures ? though I ſay Chriſt has ended the 
Law and their Weapons, and the Jews Religion, And bei 
not 4 few that ts one eutward, but he is a Few that is one in- 
ward in the Spirit,-as in Rowans. Burif you Papiſts ſhould 
ſay that they muſt be put ro deach thac draws from Chriſt 
and his Command, then I fay, as I faid before, you have 
given ſentence upon your ſelves by your own Law, which you 
had not from Chriſt, for Chriſt's Law is, Love one another, 
- and love Enemies ; and fo fromthis Law and Command have 
youerred, and by it you are judged, who have inſtead of 1o- 
, ving one another, you have cnvied, perſecuted and killedone 
another, like Cain, and ſo are of him that is of the Fleſh, 
that perſecutes him that is born of the Spirit, who gre neither 
according to the Law of Jeſus among the true Chriſtians, nor 
the Law among the Jews; for that birch of che Fleſh in you 
is that which alwayes did; perſecute them that gave forth che 
Scriptures, and Chriſt the Subſtance of them, and them chat 
live the Life of them: and fo that birthof che Fleſh is char 
which did not give forth the Scriptures, neither doth know 
them, nor can interpret them ; and ſoa Command from God 
Ss, 
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( 42) 
is, That Fliſh muſt.be filent, zand io the Birth of the Fleſhmbſt 
be filenr, thacwilt perſecute himithat isboth after! the Spitir ; 
and fo he that: is boxn of the Spirit he muſt ſpeak, whoſe 
Weapons are not Carnal, neither doth wrefile with Flefth ard 
Blood, nor war with itz Chriſftenam mind this. W_ 
joſoua 9. : Foſpnalet the Gieboxires bave liberty, who got it 
by craft, though his Command -from -Gad was:to. deliroy all 
the wicked people of the Lard; 'andthoughthey Were wicked 
reople, and they got it by ſubtiny, yet he'let rhem baveli- 
berty; ard ſorely Chriſtians ſhould be beyond: 7sſpa, not 
to reſtrain thoſe from liberty who defired nothing but 'ltherty 
to worſhip God ; for the Gibbonites did nor ſeek forTheir liber- 
ty. to worſhip 'God; vand therefore there ſt ould be 4 diffe- 
rence batwitxt Chriſtians that ſeeks for no liberty bur to wor- 
ſhip God,and' the Gzbbonites z for the Ghriftians alk profeſ- 
ſechChriit Jeſus and God, ſo did not the Gbbonites, and they 
are not toa:msFe one another Sjaves, as you may ſee in the AKe- 
welations 18 Which made Merchandiſe of the Souls of new, 'and 
Slaves of them, this You will. ſay was the Whore of Babylon 
that made Merchandiſe 5 -and you know itiis judged by all the 
Proteſiants that the Whore of Pabylon is ſuch as profeſs Chri- 
ſtianiry, and to be the Papiſts, and ſach as are in the ſame Na- 
ture, and you know this is contrary to the primitive Chriſti- 
an Law, which is, . Tolove one another, and Enemies. = 
_ - Fomface ihe third, univerſal Pope; 'was ſer up by 'Phocms 
that murthered Mavritizs, his Meer, which was the firſt uni- | 
verſal Pope got up, Sixthundred and: two years after Chriſt, 
and about twenty years after the Turk got up; ard has nor 
the Chriſtizns hberty under the Turk, paying their Tribure, 
and not: meddled wich for their Religion ? for, doth not'the 
Tuck keep his Sabbath day upon the Sixth dzy, and then 
hs Shops are ſbur up, and all the Shops of the Jews atd Chri- 
are operi?-and-doth not the Jews keep th-ir Sabbath upon 
the Seventh iGay-in Twrkey, ard then all che Chriſtians and 
Turks'Shops -are open ? And the Chriſtians 'they keep their 
Sabbath upon the Firſt: day of the week, and fhuts'up their 
ſhops, and-all Turks* and 'jews ſhops are optn. And here 
doch notthe Turk give Liberty of Cenſcience, though he be 
; : I 
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| (43) | 
a Heathen ; and ſhould not Chriſtians outtrip the Turk, and 
]ive liberty to one another to worſhip God? And:hath not 
the Corinthians liberty in T xrkey, and the Greek Churches li- 
berty to worſhip God, and follow their own Religion? And is 
not this doing of the Turks beyond Chriſtians that cannot give 
liberty to one another ? Anddo not you know that the Ghti- 
ſtians have their libertygin Egypr, and fernſalem, though ic 
be in the Turks Country, and"though they differ from his 
Religion? And when the Furk conquors any Country, doch 
not he let the people alone to their Religion, ſo he can have 
his Tribute and Cuſtom ? And alſo when Alexander con- 
quered the World, did nor he let the jews have their Liberty ? 
And when the Kemers conquered 7erxſalem, bad not the Jews 
liberty, read che. Scriptures ? In che dayes of Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles was there not many Sects, as of Phariſees and Sadu- 
ces among the Jews at that day, as you may read in the Scrip- 
tures? and had not they liberty among the Jews, though dif- 
fered from one anorher in circumſtance? And is there not in 
the AMognll's Country many ſorts of Religion? Yea, and has 
not ſome Chriſtians liberty there. to ſerve God, ot whom it is 
reported by one that travelled there, he has ſixty Religions 
there that has their liberty wick out. diſturbance, paying their 
Cuſtoms? And ſhould not Chriſtians be of a more nobler ſpiric 
then he? Has noc the Chriſtians liberty in Perþa? and among 
the Turks, is there not a many kinds of Religions amongtt 
them, that differ in ſome thing ? and ſhould nor Chriſtians be 
of a more noble Spirit, and give liberty to one another to wor- 
ſhip God, rhough they differ in ſome outward things, ſeeing 
they all own God and Chriſt Jeſus? and therefore thould nor 
they be of. a more nobler ſpirit then the Turk, Mogull, and the 
Perſians? and hath nor the Arrians and Pope beenthe rwo 
/ firſt that raiſed Perſecution, one Chriſtian againſt another, 
contrary to the Law of Chriſt, Love Enemies, and-love one 
another ? and ſo has. not Chriſt's Law of Love been laid 
aſide ? < | 
And after that Adam and Fve tranſprefſ:d the Law of God, 
God let Adam haveliberty inthe Earth, though -he bad noc of 
the Paradice of God; — though Chriſtians c:nnor con 
| 2 fo:m 
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form to your Church in tenderneſs-of Conſcience towards 
God, you may let them have liberty of the Earth 3 and 
though 7ſbmactthe wild man had not liderty in Alrabem's Fa- 
mily, he'had liberty-in the Wilderneſs. 

And concerning the AR thac is made againſt the Quakers, 
and others; asfor us thac are called Quakers, this we fay, we 
do not meet to plot nor contrive agaigſt the King, neicher do 
we hold dangerous Principles, -bur the Truth 3 neither do we 
meet -ro terrifie the Kings SubjeRs, but ſeek the good and 
eternal welfare of the King, and all people; and we do ab- 
hor and deteſt all Plots and Plotters and Workers of Dark- 
nefs : And whereas theſame AR prohibits above five to meer 
together, had = been in the dayes of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, 
this AR would have taken hold upon him 3 for you know he 
bad twelve Apoftles, and ſeventy Diſciples, who often met to- 
Sether. Andalſo it would have taken hold upon the Ephep- 
ans, Philippians and Corinthians, and all the other Churches - 
that did meet wgether : And do you think that they would not 
have ſuffered eicher by Heathen or Chriſtians, before they 


_ © would have broke up their Meetings, or!Chriſt have denied 


his Diſciples ? If ſome Chriſtians, or Heathen that differed 
fromthem ſhould have made 3 Law, that thoſe Chriſtians thae 
differed from them ſhould not meet above five at a time ; and 
is not, and would not that have been contrary to Jeſus, who 
ſaid, Love one another, and Enemies, who has all power in Hea- 
ven. and Earth given unto him; for do you ever read that 
Chriſt ard the Apoliles made a Law to puniſh, or to make 


any one ſuffer that did not hear them, or differed from them 


in Religion and Worſhip? And did you ever read that the Jews 
made any Law char-not paſling five might meet. of the Chriſti- 
ans, though the Chriſtians Religion was contrary totheirs ? 


' And ſo'ſceing that-God will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 


fign fying that there is ſomething in man and woman which 
anſwers the Righteouſneſs which they do tranſgreſs ; and be 
will jadge the World by the Man Chriſt Jefps, according to 


"the: Goipel, that. is according to the Power, ſhewing, chat 


thereis ſomethingin man that anſwersthe Power which is the 


_ Goſpel; and is inviſible; and chey that walk in the Power 


which 
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(5) TE RES 
which is the Goſpel, they, he to bave the liberty of the 
Goſpel,. which is the, Power, of God, before. the Devil was, 
where..all Bondage is 3 and ſo all Chriſtians that owns God 
and Chriſt Jeſus, and his Goſpel which is the Power of God 
before the Devil was, they ought to have the liberty of the 
Goſpel, for the liberty is in the Power of God, and they 
that be in the Power of God, the Goſpel cannot bur give liber- 
ty to them that be inthe Power of Ged, for the bondage is in 
that ſpirit that is out of the Power of God, and the Liberty is 
in Chriſt Jeſus who has all power in. Heaven and Earth given 
unto him, and there to ftard foft in the Liberty-wherewith Chriſt 
hath ſet thew free fromthe bondage of the World ;_ ſhewing, that 
it is the World that brings into bondage, and not Chriſt. 

| They that wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood about Religion, are 
neither ia the Apoſtles Spiric, nor Power, nor DoArine, -and 
if the Law reach but upon the outward man for his ation, 
then it will follow, ard is c{car, that the inward man after 
God muſt have his Liberty , which inward man brings the 
outward man conformable to the righteouſneſs, and to a righ- © 
reous mans ate, which the outward Law was not made for, 
ſo then it is hot to be executed upon the righteous man : So 
 allMagiſtrates mult make a diſtinQion, and put a difference 
in this caſe; for though Kings powers, and Magiſtrates with 
their Laws take hold upon the outward evil a&ions, and the 
outward-man the evil ſpirit leading. of him co. do evil ; but 
Chriſt who 'is the King of Kings, and has all power in Hea- 
ven and Earth, he muſt have the rule in the heart of the 
Spiritual Man, and God will dweft in man, and walk in mas, 
which & bi Temple, and therefore he muſt have the rule in the 
Conſcience, and in the Heart in matters of his Religion, and 
Worſhip, and Faith, ſeeing God is the giver of it, and Chriſt 
xs the Author and finiſherof it; and-the Apoſtles themſelves 
ſaid, they had not power over mens Faith, which God was the 
giver of, and Chriſt the finiſher of 5 anda man coming to ſub= | 
due that evil ſpirit in him by the Power of God, and to have ic 
mortified, and the ations that flowed from it, then the man 
led by the Spirit of God, he is not under the Law which is 
made for Sinners and Diſobedient,” and not for the any ; 
na 


"EA Wb n < 


ArdChriſt faid; Eritights Jon nt exercift- lordſpip one over 
anther as the Gentiles haddpnr ; and the Apoſtle ſays, Be not 
many Maſters, for you have one Maſter, even Chriſt, witthey 
were not lords over Gods Heritage, but they weve helpers of their 
j27, and thoy ſhould nst lord 3t over their Brethren, for they were 
all Brethren, 'and this be ſpoke in.matters of Religion, for 
4 thty.had' one L07d, even Chriſt "Jeſus, by whoip all things was 
* male, and ine God whe is wtr all, and in you alt bl: ſed for ever : 
TI and ſo if Chriſt be In you, and God be in'you, he muſt have 
the ruſt in matters of Religion; for bis Religion'is pure from 
above, from.himſelf, he muſt have the Rute of the Faith, who 


| is the Author'of i:\* and Chriſt niult 'have the, Rufe' of his 
p Worſhip, who ſer. it, up; 4bove Sixteen hatid: ed: years ſince, 
3 in Spiric ard Truth : For could the Caldeads fird any thing 
# againſt Daniel, fave in the matters of his God'; and could you 
ever find any thing againit the Quakers, but concerving. their 
God, ard the worlkip of bim' 7 Could Cair find any'thing 
againſt Ab-1, bur the matters, of his God; or 7aro/'s Sons 
againſt 7oſeph, 'but concerning his God ? or could any fault 
be found with Jſaiab, Feremiab .and Eliſha in theig dayes, bur 
that which cencerned their God? or could they find any fault 
with Chriſt or the Apoſtles, for which they perſecuted them, 
but only things concerning tlicir "God and Chrift ? and ever 
ſince the Apoſtles dayes the Beaſt, "the Whore, "the falſe Pro- 
pher, and Antichriſt, which has drunk the Blood of che Mar- * 
tyrs, Prophets and Saints who have kept the Teſtimony of Je- 
fus, was not all this perſecution upon them concerning their 
3 God and Chriſt Jeſus ? for; What faulr could they find in them 
Dow more'then' they did in Daze! concerning his God ? And fo 
EE you may read through all che Scriptures of Atraham, Tſazc and 
?acob, and the reſt of the Prophets, Moſes and Aarcn, and No- 
ab and Lot, did not their ſufferings come upon them concern- 
ing their God ? for what fault could they find with them ? or 
what fault could Pharach find with Moſes and . Aaron, but of 4 
things.concerning their G:-d 2. or Soar” with Lex, or the old 
Worid with Noah, but*in things concerning their God ? "and 
ſo its clear all along the birth of the Fleſh has alwayes perſecu- 
red the birth of the Spiric, as it is written, He that 25 born of 
the Fleſh perſecntes him that is born of the Spirit. And 
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(47) 
And:Cbriſt; Jeſus who ſet -up - his Worſhip above Sixteen + 
bundred- years:fince, whoaid, The bowr i came, gnd now 45, 
they that worſhips the Father muſt worſpip him in-Spirit aud 
Truth, ſuch Ged'ſcebs to worſhip him 5 and Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles nevet: alcered this worſhip to this day, which wor- 
ſhip was ſet up before the many worſhips among Chriſtians 
were-ſert up, - and will:ftand-when they.are goge3 and Chriſt 
is the Judgein this worſhip{Koup by himſelt, and,noc by man; 
and Chrilt gave'no Law,.nor Command, or orger to the A- 
poſtles to perſecuteany that did not worthip according to his 
Worlhip, which: you may fee all the worſhip ſec up by men, 
onetime or other moſt of them has forced people ta their wor- 
ſhip, and 'perſecited for not .conforating, ang; 4bat forcing 


* makes but Hypocrites from their worſhip to-4nofhers :, and 


mark the [end of all thoſe worthips and Worſhbjppers in-rhe 
World where there has: been force and;perſecution, that which 


is in'the:Spirit and: Truth: > --: 


hg BER 11290 29 07 PT brag 43129 
Andfo-itis plain it is Caiz is:the firſt birth. chat, has perſecu- 


SETS 


The Law was added becauſe of Tranſgreflion,.and not made 
for the Righteous, but for Sinners and iciſobedient : | mark } 
decauſz of Tranſgrefſion and: Diſobedience was:,the-Law adds» 
ed; men and woman in the. beginnicg diſobeyed and tranſs 
greſfed che Command of God, 3nd ſo;do!? th: Image of God 
«nd his Righteouſneſs, and the Paradice 'of God ;, and: ſo the 
Law which is juſt, holy and good came upon diſobedicnc and 

bf tranſ- 
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: 48) ; 
tranſgreſſing man and woman, which-Law ſerved until the Seed 
came, and Chriſt is the end of Law for righteouſneſs ſake the 
to every one that belieyerh. - | 

And ſeeing that becauſe of Tranſgreſtion the Law was add- 
ed, then they that do not tranſgreſs, the Law doth not take 
hold on, neither are they under ir. 

And ſeeing the Law was made for the diſobedient and Sin- 
ners, then he-that. doth not diſobey Gods :Command, but is 
led by the Spirit-of God, is not under the Law. | 

And they that keep Gods Commandments, and do not 
- tranſpreſs, are not under the Law ; and therefore muſt not 
Magiſtrates make a diſtintion, and pur a difference herwixt 
the Tranſpreſſors and Diſobedicnr, andthe Obedient and them 
that doth not tranſgreſs. FRA SPOgpd2 a 20 

And tow Chriſtians, Papiſts 4nd others, what ſay you to 
the Apoſtles that diſobeyed the Command of the Gonncel 
of the Jews, in preaching again in the Name of Jeſus after 
they had commanded they ſhould not preach, A#-s 4. would 
not you: ſay that Artaxerxes' Law was to 'be-execurted upon 
them, and chey to be impriſonned, baniſhed, andput to death, 
or their goods confiſcated ? And alſo would not you have ſaid, 
that this Law of Artaxerxes was juſtly to have been executed 
upon Daniel and the three Children for diſobeying the Kings 
Command ? Would not you fay that it ſhould: be executed up- 
on the Midwives for not executing: Pharavh's Command in 
killing the men children, who has brought this Law to be ex- 
ecuted upon Chriſtians ? NTT 

Now Artaxerxes his Heathens Law and Gods Law which 
was for the Jews to build the Temple, you that call your ſelves 
Chriſtians, are you Jews? and-are you going to build the 
Jews Temple, which Law was before Chriſt came in the Fleſh ? 
for except you go to fulfil Artaxerxe's Law, and to build the 
Temple, Artexerxe's Law is againſt you; for no ones goods 
isto beſpoil'd, or any to be baniſhed, impriſoned, or 'put to 
death for not going to build the Temple of the Jews at ont- 
ward 7ernſalew now 1 *For he is not a Jew that % one ontward , 
for the Jews Temple is ended by Chriſt, and the Law which 


held up the Jews Religion, Temple and Prieſt z for of the 
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ſews Law you never read that any were to be put to death, or 
baniſhc, and goods ſpoiled for not repairing or building the 
Temple at outward fersſalem. 

But 7er»ſalem that is now, that is below, is in bondage with 
her Children by the Turk, as ſhe was under the Romans 
Power in the Apoſtles dayes : But fersſalem that is above 
is free, and is to be free in her Religion, Faith, Worſhip 
and Goſpel, who is the Mother of us all the true Worſhip- 
pers, which has a new Command from Chriſt, which ts 
not to baniſh, kill, puc-to death; ſpoil goods, but ro love one 
another, and this is the Law of Jeſus who has all power in Hea-- 
vengiven unto him, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; 
and ſo his Command is to be oblerved, and he is to be hearai + 
all chings, and nor Artaxeyxe's Law, Ezra 7+ nor the Jews, no! 
Ezra the Prieſt with his Law to build the fre Temple: 

Andthe Apoſtle in Row. r. ſpeaks of ſuch that be, withour 
natural affetionsz as ſuch as are without natural affeQtions, 
as has not affeRions ro Nature, butwill deſtro}, priſon and 
perſecute the workmanſhip of Gods: hands, and Gods: Crea- 
tures he has created, about their worſhips and their Religion 3 
and ſuch. as are. without natural affeRions are ſuch'as can ne: 
ver be appealed, nor be merciful}, but mercileſs, and ſuch de- 
ſtroys the good nature in themſelves, by which they have not 
natural affeQions to their natural brethren, for Cain deſtroyed 
the natyral afletions in himſelf before he deftroyed his nacurat 
brother.;-for: Nature is -one, and would: not deftroy it ſelf, 
and it hath affetions to.ic ſelf; but the Serpent going out of 
Truth,, l-ading manand woman from the Truth, ſo corrupt- 
ing anddeftroying nature in;themfelyes, by which they are led 
byan evil ſpiric ro deſtroy'najure without-them, and have not 
afteQions 'to. ir, and this! has been the work of the Enemy, 
and all the Killers and Perſecuters about Religion and Worſbip 
in the whole World to this day ; for they that deſtroys nature 
abous; ſuch chings cannot have affetion to.nature, but are 
without natural affeRions, and they that are without, natural - 
afte&tions cannot know the: Divine things: given forth. by the 
holy. men of God, Chriſt, and the Apoſtles from the begin- . 
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| + , > NT 
ning tothe ending of the Scriptures; and they that are with- 
out natural #ffzRions cannot love the Brotherhood, nor love 
one another, nor Enemies, therefore ſuch do nor keep the 
Command of Chriſt ; and therefore they that do love one ano- 
ther, and love Encmies has affe tions to.nature, and would not 
have one -another deſtroyed which are Gods Creatures, and 
ſo loves all things which God made, whoſe works praiſe him , 
and ſuch bave not only natural affeRions to Nature, but che 
Divine Nature, - and: the affeQtions fer upon things which are 
above, ſo they bave affe@iors to things of nature, and affeRi— 
ons to things above; ſo as the Apoſtle ſays, He that ſays he 
lzves God and bates hs brother ts a Lyar 3 ſo all that ſsy they love 
God (in Chrifexdom) what follows, what are they ? what 
ſays the Apoltle, H- z a Lyar that hates bi: Brethren , for how 
can be love God which he hath — and bate his brother which 
he hath ſeen 3 ſo mark this found reaſon, Wheſoever hateth his 
Brorhey is a man= ſlayer, and ye know that no man-ſlayer hath Eter- 
nal Life abiding in bim ; ſo take notice of this great Apoſtles 
words all Chriſtendom, ' you.that hates your Brethren, and per- 
ſecutes them, the great Apoſtle ſays, and tells you, Tow are 
Man ſlayers, andhave not Eternal Life abiding in you, 1 Joh+3. 
And he that hiteth hy Brother # in darkneſs until this time, and 
he that loveth his Brothty abideth in the Light ; and mark, - 
Chriſtendom, He. that bateth bis Frotlfer is in darkneſs, and 
walketh in darkneſs, and, krioweth not whither be geeth, becauſe 
"that darkneſs: hath blinded his eyes : So now conſider (this all 
ye that do hate your Brethren what the Apople fays, your 
path is. not in Light,, but in Darkneſs, and you do not 
know whirher you go,. but Darkneſs hath blinded your eyes 3 
and therefore lay. :away hatred,' that your eyes may be 
opened, that you may. come out of Darkneſs, and walk in 
the Light, that you may keep the Command of Chriſt, 
which is, To love ene another, and Enemits, and that you 
may come ont of Darkneſs, and know whether you £0. 
And fo, Is it not clear, thar they .whoſe' eyes are blinded, 
who walks in Darkneſs hating' their Brethren, is*not this 
hatred come from the Serpent, who was the firſt we, 
7 wAo 
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who hated Adam and os proſperity and dominion over 
all things God made ? Is not this Darkneſs they walk in 
that hate their Brethren from the Prince of Darkneſs, the 
Serpent ? And is it not he that has blinded their eyes, who 
are hoodwink'd with che Serpents batred ard darkneſs, that 
they do not know whither they go, ,which they that walk 
in the Light, and love the Brethren, know whither they go, 
and in them there is no occaſion of ſtumbling ? And how 
can they which hate their Brethren, and walk in the Dark- 
neſs which has biinded their eyes know the Scriptures, which 
holy men ſpoke as moved of the holy Ghoſt? And has it 
not been the work of-them that walks in Darkneſs to hate 
and perſecute ſuch ?' And has not the original been from the 
Serpent, and not from God and Chriſt which ſays, Love one 
another, and Enemies? Andthis is in love to you all for your. 


Ecernal good. 


_— 


THE END. 


